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The Rights of Spring? 


Original work for Outlooks by award- 
winning Canadian editorial 
cartoonist Susan Dewar. Ms. Dewar 
is based in Ottawa, where she works 
for the Ottawa Sun. Her work also 
appears in many other editions of 
the Sun Media Group throughout 
Canada. 


Federal Justice Minister Anne 
McLellan grants Outlooks an 
exclusive interview to discuss 
the implications of Bill C-23 
and her controversial 
amendment to it. 


Rooks owners Lea Heiniz 
and Rene Dunn know 
you can’t please 
everybody all of the 
time—but they’re always 
willing to give things a try. 


B.C. smokers breathe a 
sigh of relief, then take 
a long drag after the 
Supreme Court strikes 

down the ban. 


Outlooks wishes to extend its sincere apologies to Mr. Phillip Ing, 
whose surname was misspelled ‘Eng’ in last month’s Business Profile. 


Spring has sprung, And the grass is riz 


So this is where the ice cream is! 
2 FOR 1 WITH THIS AD « Expires April 30, 2000 
RORK HILFORD’S 


“sty CGavorite Ice Cream Shoppe 
ph ROY, 


Wy 
& © SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 


10:30 AM - 10:30 PM 
Creamy Flavours | 


Hard Ice Cream 
VISA * MC « Enroute « Diners « Interac, 7, 


_ 2048 - 42nd Ave. S.W. Calgary 
Ss. Canada T2T 2M7 ¢ (403) 287-3838 American Express and Discover 


eee 


Dear Outlooks: 

Thank you for all your support and 
coverage of our event. I would also like to 
thank all the professional drag queens and 
especially Mr. Devon Mills for their great 
performances. This event would not have 
been possible without their support and the 
generosity of our sponsors: 

¢ Outlooks 

¢ The Calgary Straight 

* The Student’s Union at U of C 

* The Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 

¢ Watch Out 

* Safeway 

¢ Kensington Dairy Queen 

* Max’s Cafe 

* Rubaiyat 

Thank you’s also go out to Rooks and 
Boyztown for letting us advertise and do 
some promotions. Thank you to all who 
came out in support of GLASS and we look 
forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events. Check out our website at 
http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~glass/ _ for 
more info on GLASS and our events! 

Erik Johnson 
Treasurer, GLASS 

P.S.: Thank you guys for all your help, 
it is great to know that people out there are 
interested in what we do and want to give 
us support. Working on this event has 
made me realize that there are lots of 
helpful and generous people in Calgary’s 
gay community! 


Dear Outlooks (and Freddy) 

Please forward a little old word or two 
of advice to poor “Gun-Shy in Cremona” 
(re: March 2000 issue). 

Take it from two rootin’, tootin’ sistas, 
that had to shoot their way outta that 
frontier town of Cremona. 

Our friendship was the only thing that 
helped us survive the retribution and 
rhetoric the unkind locals would place 
upon us, due to our wanton ways. 

Ya see, we were raised near, and took 
our schoolin’ in, Cremona. If you’re livin’ 
“out” there as a gay couple, sleep with one 
eye open mista, and your hand on your 
pistol. Dahlin’, Deliverance is just a 
hawg’s call away! 

The Slag-Sistas 
(Former Cremona-ites) 


Outlooks, 

I hope you can help me out because I 
have a lot riding on a bet I made with a co- 
worker. I say the “guys” on last month’s 


Pace TE RS 


cover are only one guy and she says that 
it’s either triplets or three men with similar 
looks. Which one of us is right here? I’ve 
got a dinner at La Caille at stake. 

A.C., Calgary 


A.C, 

I hope you’re hungry because the 
three on the cover are actually one model, 
altered and groomed through the 
computer to look like “triplets”. Tell your 
friend not to worry: most of the people 
who saw the cover assumed that it was 
three separate individuals. Bon appetit! 
—Ed. 


Dear Editor, 

I had mixed feelings when I saw the 
article entitled “Bill C-23: Big Deal?” in 
last month’s Outlooks’ Outpost Vancouver 
section. Part of me was relieved to hear 
that apathy can be a part of gay life even in 
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House of Real Estate 


a large centre that many consider to be a 
mecca, and not just in smaller cities and 
towns. The other part of me was disgusted 
to learn the very same thing. It is only 
through applying ourselves and taking the 
time and effort to show we care that we can 
accomplish things as a community. 
Standing on the sidelines and allowing 
others to make changes is no longer good 
enough. Come on, Canada, it’s time to 
wake up and make the coffee, we’ve been 
apathetic for too long! 
S.P., Winnipeg, Man. 


To Outlooks and Darrin Hagen, 

The article “The Unkindest Cut?” was 
opinionated and 
stupid. How are 
babies supposed to 
decide if they want 
to be circumcised 
or not? I regret that 


We want your letters. Sign your name and include your 
address and phone number. All letters are subject to 
editing—and please, no more than 400 words. Write to: 
Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. SW, 
Calgary AB T2T 0B2 or email outlooks@cadvision.com 


I didn’t have it done when I was young 
because to even try it now would be painful 
and complicated, even though I’m not 
comfortable with being “uncut”. What 
were you thinking? 

KCJ, Calgary 


The editor responds: 

KCJ, thank you for your comments. I 
agree wholeheartedly that Mr. Hagen’s 
piece was “opinionated”, and that is why 
it ran under the “opinion” banner in last 
month’s issue. As far as the content of the 
story, I believe the writer was advocating a 
“hands off” policy until a child is old 
enough to weigh his options. 
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Gays aren’t attacking 


Families are threatened—but not by homosexuals. 


by Linda Williamson, associate 
editor of the Toronto Sun 

We have been warned. While we’ve 
allowed ourselves to be distracted by things 
like the growing number of criminal 
investigations sparked by the Human 
Resources boondoggle, we are apparently 
ignoring the real threat on the horizon. 

It was spelled out clearly in one of our 
various national newspapers in a full-page ad 
March 1. 

“It’s an attack on every traditional 
marriage and family in Canada,” declared the 
ad, sponsored by the Christian organization 
Focus on the Family. 

“Tt” is Bill C-23, the proposed new 
federal law that, they say, “will grant same- 
sex partners virtually all the benefits of 
traditional married couples. This would strip 
the institution of marriage of any special 
status in Canadian law. Reducing it to 
nothing more than a symbol.” 

The ad is illustrated with a photo of a 
bride and groom, ripped in half. You can’t 
help but wonder, what happened to this poor 
couple? And what did C-23 have to do with 
it? 

(Perhaps during that “speak now or 
forever hold your peace” part of the 
ceremony, someone revealed the groom was 
gay. Or maybe the bride heard C-23 would 
grant benefits to her and her old college 
roommate if they pretended they were 
lesbians. “The wedding was fun,” she told 
her hubby, but I’m not ready for this stuffy, 
traditional gig. Besides, lesbians are chic right 
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now ... thank you, Bill C-23!”) 

I wasn’t convinced. 

So I went home, double-locked the door 
against any “attackers” and examined my 
family fortifications. 

Husband was OK. As were parents, 
siblings, in-laws, cousins, close friends and 
all their various offspring. 

Where, I wondered, was the threat? 

Well, the ad’s hyperbole speaks for itself. 

What we need to do is to cut away the 


ridiculous slogans — no one is under 
“attack,” OK? — and consider what is really 
going on. 


The truth is, the legal status of marriage 
is not what it once was. What special status? 
What benefits? 

I hate to break it to the Focus folks, but 
my husband and I have not been blessed with 
one new benefit from the state since we 
stopped living in sin (seven years and nary a 
lightning strike) and became legally married 
four years ago this June. 

Amazingly, we got married anyway. 
After all, who gets married for benefits? 

Surely it’s about commitment between 
two people, not the commitment of the 
federal government. 

The most important parts of this new law 
concer the sharing of employment and 
pension benefits with one’s partner and the 
obligations incurred when couples break up. 

(One proposal would extend benefits to 
any interdependent, co-habitating, non-sexual 
relationship, like friends or siblings.) 

But let’s stick to gay couples for now. 


Foottills 


6: 


We have the key to your closet. 
Do not duplicate! 
COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL * AUTOMOTIVE 


LOCKSMITHS 
LTD. 


EST. 1983 


GOOD SERVICE « FAIR PRICE 


YOUR PERSONAL DARD Specializing in 


High Security 
Mul-T-Lock System 


279-0561 _ 


Located in Foothills Industrial Park 


Get The BIG PICTURE 


Posters / Banners / Portraits / Signs / Displays / Murals 
POP Materials / Backdrops / Business Cards 


(403) 399-7443 


pridedigital@home.com 


DIGITAL}{IMAGING 


Under Bill C-23, if James and Richard 
break up, James might be legally obligated to 
make support payments to Richard. That’s 
tough luck for James — but it’s hardly an 
“attack” on my family. 

So what is everyone so afraid of? 

I figure it’s not so much a “siege” as a 
fear of devaluation, if all couples are treated 
the same. 

If someone shows up at a party wearing 
the same new dress as me, she (or he?) isn’t 
“attacking” me, but she makes me feel less 
special. 

A form letter from the boss 
congratulating every single employee isn’t as 
nice as a personal note complimenting your 
work — but your work is still good. 

Personally, I don’t need the state to tell 
me my relationship is special. 

As for benefits, I think companies, 
particularly in this competitive labour market, 
are smart to let employees extend benefits to 
the loved ones and dependents of their choice. 

If the state has any role in these private 
matters at all, it should be to make it easier on 
parents to care for their children, by allowing 
them to keep more of their money through big 
tax breaks, not government-dictated 
programs like day care or specific leave. 
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As for traditional families, I do believe 
they are under siege in many ways. 

Stress, financial demands, infidelity, 
violence, drug and alcohol abuse, the decline 
of religion, the rise of teenage pregnancy and, 
yes, our instant-gratification culture that sees 
marriage as less and less necessary — all 
these play a role. 

But here’s a news flash — if the feds 
passed a law today saying benefits could only 
apply to legally married, opposite-sex 
couples, none of the above would change. 

The Focus protest reminds me of a joke 
comedian David Brenner told the other night 
on David Letterman’s show. 

His uncle pestered him for years to get 
married, get married, get married. 

Fed up, Brenner would reply: “How’s 
your wife, Uncle Bob?” 

To which the old uncle would exclaim: 
“T can’t stand that witch! If I have to put up 
with her one more day, I'll ... !” 

Making marriage valuable is not the job 
of government. It’s the job of every married 
person, with the help of our family, children 
and friends. 

The Focus gang should focus on that. 

Reprinted with permission of Sun 
Media Corporation 


JEFF BARNES, DDS 


*DR. JEFFERY M BARNES PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
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forquere: bound for glory 


by Norm Sacuta 

Small magazines in Canada, perhaps 
more than any other place in the world, 
play an irreplaceable role in the cultural 
lives of artists, academics and writers. 
With something like ninety percent of the 
available magazines at newsstands in this 
country coming from the United States— 
and the few big Canadian magazines 
primarily centred in Vancouver or 
Toronto—there aren’t many publications 
that either address issues from the 
hinterland or offer a market for aspiring 
writers and artists who lack a 
“metropolitan” view of the world. 

The Canada Council, and other 
artistic funding organizations such as the 
NeWest Institute and the Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts, long ago 
recognized the importance of small 
academic and literary magazines as a 
forum for introducing new Canadian 
writers and writings from minority 
groups to a wider audience. Although 
most of these literary journals have small 
circulations (usually under 1000 copies), 
they have been responsible for starting 
the careers of such important writers as 
Alice Munro, Jane Rule, Timothy Findley 
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and Margaret Atwood. 

That another small magazine has 
started up is not news—several dozen 
start and close every year across the 
country. That one which specifically 
caters to the academic and literary 
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interests of the gay and _ lesbian 
communities is about to premiere out of 
Edmonton is most definitely worth 
noticing. 

The publication, entitled torquere 
(the Journal of the Canadian Lesbian and 
Gay Studies Association) published its 
inaugural issue in March of this year. Its 
aim and scope, which appears in the 
magazine’s final pages of 
acknowledgments, is “to publish 
scholarly and creative work on topics 
concerning queer aspects of Canada and 
its social, political, material and textual 
culture, or on queer topics outside 
Canadian Studies by scholars conducting 
queer research in Canada.” That’s quite a 
mouthful of scope. 

John Plews, a Ph.D. candidate at the 
University of Alberta in German 
Literature and the first editor of the 
magazine, says the idea for torquere 
came out of an e-mail he received from a 
member of the executive of the Canadian 
Lesbian and Gay Studies Association. 

“I was asked to renew my 
membership in the association,” Plews 
says, “and I asked myself whether it was 
really worth it to do so. The only thing 


the association seemed to be doing was a 
general meeting once a year, and if you 
didn’t go to it, why pay for a 
membership? In my e-mail back I said 
that the association didn’t even have a 
newsletter, and immediately I got a 
response saying ‘great, well, what are 
you going to do about that?’” 

What Plews did was to get together 
an editorial board that currently includes 
as associate editors Heather Zwicker and 
Garrett Epp (both from the English 
department at U of A) as well as an 
advisory committee of no fewer than 
twenty professors and writers from across 
the country. The result is a publication 
that is far more than a newsletter, and one 
that has expanded its original academic 
scope to include creative writing. 

“We felt creative writing carried a lot 
of ideas in a language quite different 
from academic articles,” says Heather 
Zwicker. “That language is also 
important.” 

But why would such a magazine 
emerge out of U of A—why Edmonton 
and not the centre of academic 


continued on page 7 
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institutions in the Toronto-Montreal 
corridor? And what the heck does 
‘torquere’ mean? How do you pronounce 
it? 

To the first question, Zwicker is 
blunt. ° 

“There’s something galvanizing 
about the homophobia in Alberta,” she 
notes. It was just a few years ago that 
Alberta Report ran articles attacking 
‘fembos in academe’, pinpointing the rise 
of gay, lesbian and womens’ studies at 
the U of A as the beginning of the end of 
the university. Perhaps their paranoia 
over the arriving hoards of queers wasn’t 
misguided. The University of Alberta is 
now world renowned for its gay and 
lesbian studies in the areas of literature, 
drama and music. John Plews himself 
arrived to study in Edmonton from 
Manchester, England. 

“There’s a real anti-intellectual 
thetoric in Alberta,” says Zwicker. “We 
wanted to look for ways to counteract 
that and the magazine is one such way. 
I’m an academic, and I’m not going to 
lose my job by being out. So I have to 
make the world a better place for others 
who can’t be as open.” 

To the latter questions—how the 
heck do you pronounce ‘torquere’ and 
what does it mean—both Plews and 
Zwicker are intentionally less committal. 

“Torquere is the etymological root of 
the word ‘queer’. It’s a Latin word,” 
explains Plews. “It’s also the root of the 
word ‘talk,’ so the fact that it’s tied to 
both those words is very interesting. As 
well, it can mean ‘twistedness’ or 
‘crookedness’. And, finally, it’s also the 
root of the word ‘torture’.” 

As far as pronunciation goes—it’s 
open season. 


“I pronounce it Tor-queer,” says 
Plews. 

“I prefer Tor-query,” says Zwicker. 
“But pronounce it any way you want to— 
people get scared off if they think they 
don’t know.” 

The inaugural issue includes 
academic articles from students and 
professors from across the country—U of 
Toronto, McGill, U of C—and also has 
one article in French. The magazine 
welcomes submissions in both official 
languages. The cover features the work 
of Edmonton gay artist Tom Gale, and 
Darrin Hagen’s article originally 
published in Outlooks, “Why I Hate 
Wrestling (the Sport, not the Foreplay!)”, 
has also been re-printed. 

Finding the magazine on the stands 
may prove more of a problem. With a 
limited budget, torquere was not able to 
put itself on the CMA (Canadian 
Magazine Association) distribution list. 
The journal itself is only publishing one 
issue this year, but has hopes of going bi- 
annual if demand warrants. 

Those who want to guarantee a copy 
of the torquere’s first issue can actually 
join the Canadian Lesbian and Gay 
Studies Association (the magazine comes 
with membership) or get more 
information by visiting the Web site at 
http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/~torquere. 

If you are a student or academic and 
interested in joining the CLGSA, or in 
finding out more about torquere, email 
John Plews at torquere@ualberta.ca 


Please support 


our atlvertisers. 


They make Outlooks possible. 


CUSTOM FRAMING 


——=_ ym 2 rm § CS * Framed prints by Gogo 
Impressions 


Friendly People With Affordable Pricing 
1444 - 17 Ave SW, Calgary * 229-2127 


Monday-Friday 10-6 * Saturday 10-5 * Closed Sundays 


° Glass replacement & reframing 
* Dry & plaque mounting 

¢ Art prints and posters 

¢ Corporate accounts welcome 

¢ We make housecalls 


=> REAAK 


House of Real Estate 


Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 


® 


Kate Keough 


287-4950 


kaba @cadvision.com 


The only way to celebrate — 
CANADA DAY 2000! _ 


SPECIAL 
FRIDAY NITE 
ENTERTAINMEN 
FARMER'S 
DAUGHTE 


along with 
Calgary's own 
MISSISSIPPI STEAMBOAT 


WEEKEND PACKAGES 
START AT ONLY $54.00 


GET YOURS NOW!! 


Fay more information, contact the ARGRA Hotline at 


(403) 541-8140 


a 
€=3 Ea OUILPARE Nagaeitig 
as : 


OUTLEQKS April 00 a 


by David Crosson 

Ever since it was introduced on 
February 11th of this year, Bill C-23 
(also known as the Modernizing Benefits 
and Obligations Bill) has been a 


controversial one. In essence, if passed 
into law C-23 would grant the same 
rights and responsibilites that 
heterosexual common-law couples have 
to their homosexual counterparts. 

At the helm of the bill and the 
polarizing issues that surround it is 
Federal Justice Minister Anne McLellan, 
originally from the riding of Edmonton 
West. 

On March 22, McLellan tabled 
changes to the original document that 


read: “For greater certainty, the 
amendments made to this act do not 
affect the meaning of the word 
‘marriage’, that is, the lawful union of 


one man and one woman to the exclusion 
of all others.” 

This development has drawn fire 
from such groups as EGALE (Equality 
for Gays And Lesbians Everywhere) 
and, most vociferously, from openly-gay 
NDP MP Svend Robinson, who accused 
the Justice Minister of caving-in to “her 
own neanderthal back benchers.” 

Shortly after this latest twist in the 
C-23 saga, McLellan agreed to an 
exclusive interview with Outlooks, in 
order to clarify her position on the bill. 
She spoke with us over the phone from 
her office in Ottawa. 

Outlooks: Do you think the time is 
right for Canadians to accept C-23 and 
the issues it represents? 

McLellan: I do—as I said at the 
time of the introduction of Bill C-23, 
it’s about tolerance, respect, 
commitment to equality and Canadians, I 
think, feel very strongly about those 
things. They do not want to see people 
discriminated against in unfair or 
unreasonable ways. Therefore, I think 
there is generally strong societal support 
for extending benefits that are presently 
available to common-law opposite sex 
partners to same-sex partners. 

Outlooks: Has this bill increased 
your personal awareness about the scope 
of intolerance and fear in some parts of 
this country? 

McLellan: I think it is obviously 
fair to say that there are those who, 
regardless of what one says or does, are 
unable to accept the reality of same-sex 
relationships and the fact that within our 
society there is a strong desire to provide 
equal treatment for those same-sex 
relationships as it relates to unmarried 
opposite-sex relationships. I think, 
though, for most people in this country 
it’s not a case of intolerance. For those 
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who might have questions about C-23, 
it’s more about what it will mean and 
why we’re doing the things we’re doing 
at the time we’re doing them. And when 
you explain to people what we’re doing 
then the vast majority of Canadians are 
committed to tolerance, they are 
committed to respect and equal 
treatment. Obviously there are, I think, 
a relatively small number of people out 
there who choose to deny the existence 
of same-sex relationships and therefore 
choose to deny them the benefits and 
obligations that we’re extending in Bill 
C-23. 

Outlooks: Your attachment to C-23 
must have had some ramifications—are 
you finding it difficult being on the front 
lines? 

McLellan: No, not really, because I 
actually believe in what we’re doing in 
C-23 and I think what we have done here 
is respond to the concerns both of the 
Supreme Court of Canada and the desire 
of Canadians to treat people fairly and 
equally. And I think C-23 does that.: I 
think in C-23 what we’re saying is 
“Look, if you live in a same-sex 
relationship—a committed same-sex 
relationship—then you will have the 
same benefits and obligations as a 
committed opposite-sex relationship. 
Therefore, I feel quite comfortable with 
that approach and the majority of 
Canadians are comfortable with that 
approach. 

Outlooks: What do you think the 
greatest benefit of C-23’s passing will be 
to the gay and lesbian community in 
Canada? 

McLellan: Well, I think providing 
them both the benefits and _ the 
obligations under this legislation, the 
certainty that their relationship will have 
certain benefits and obligations attached 
to it, that their partner will have certain 
benefits and, in addition, obligations. | 


Pol 


think it provides a degree of CES 0) 
and security. For example, if you’re a 
federal government employee and 
you’ve paid into a pension plan, if you 
happen to die why shouldn’t your same- 
sex partner be designated as your 
survivor? You want to provide that 
sense of certainty and security for those 
in gay and lesbian relationships that they 
haven’t had before the passage of C-23. 
As I’ve said: Canadians are respectful 
people, they are tolerant people and I 
think it’s an acknowledgement on the 
part of Canadian society that gay and 
lesbian relationships, one: exist and, 
two: have committed members of these 
relationships who have the right to that 
degree of certainty and security that 
others in similar unmarried relationships 
have. 

Outlooks: With the fairly 
controversial amendment to C-23 in 
mind, was that a concession that you 
made to ensure that the bill had a greater 
chance of passing? 

McLellan: No, | wouldn’t say I did 
it for that reason. I think what we were 
hearing was that Canadians—a large 
number of Canadians—were concerned 
that this would undermine the traditional 
legal definition of marriage in this 
country. And that definition has been, 
for many, many years—150 years—the 
union of one man and one woman to the 
exclusion of all others. And there is not 
a society, not a country in the world that, 
at least at this point, recognizes same- 
sex marriage. I didn’t want this bill to 
become. about marriage—I wanted 
people to focus on the fact that this was 
about the extension of benefits and 
obligation to same-sex couples in the 
same way they’ve been: extended to 
unmarried opposite-sex couples. I 
wanted the focus on that and not on 
whether we were changing the definition 
of marriage or somehow undermining 
the institution of marriage in Canadian 
society because that isn’t what this 
legislation is about. While I know it is 
hard for some in the gay community, I 
felt it was important to provide 
Canadians with a degree of reassurance 
that this legislation is not about 
marriage. And the definition of 
marriage, while I acknowledge that some 
don’t like it, the traditional definition of 
marriage in law continues and will 
continue. 

Outlooks: How do you want to look 
back on this period as Justice Minister? 

McLellan: I think this is important 
legislation and I’m hopeful that we will 
have it passed through the house in the 
next couple of weeks. I think it is an 
important acknowledgement of gay and 
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lesbian relationships and the fact that it 
reaffirms Canadians’ commitment to 
tolerance, respect and equal treatment 
under the law. 

Outlooks: What are your thoughts, 
if you’d care to share them, on the 
possibility of the Klein government 
using the notwithstanding clause here in 
Alberta—do you think this is a very real 
threat or political sabre-rattling? 

McLellan: I’m not going to 
comment on anything a_ provincial 
government might or might not do. I 
mean, obviously if they are acting within 
their constitutional jurisdiction they can 
choose to use the notwithstanding 
clause—it’s there. I’m not going to 
comment on whether I think that is wise. 
That’s an issue, if they’re acting within 
their constitutional jurisdiction, for the 
government of Alberta and the people of 
Alberta to decide. 

Outlooks: Is there anything you’d 
like to say in closing to members of the 
gay and lesbian community in Canada? 

McLellan: Well, simply that I think 
this isan important piece of legislation 
for the community and I know that for 
some the amendment that included the 
definition of marriage was difficult. I 
would say that this legislation is not 
about marriage, we don’t want it to be 
about marriage. We have been very 
clear—so. nobody. should be surprised— 
about the definition of marriage and the 
fact that that definition will not change. 
T want people to stay focused on what it 
is about: making sure that gay and 
lesbian couples in committed 
relationships have the same benefits as 
opposite-sex unmarried couples. And 
that’s very important, it seems to me, 
going back to what I said earlier about 
providing those couples with certainty 
and security. So I would just ask people 
to stay.focused on the positive things 
that this legislation is about. It’s still a 
huge leap forward. 
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A lasting legacy 


On March 9, Canada’s gay and lesbian 
community lost an activist and friend whose 
lifelong efforts served as a catalyst for gay 
rights reforms throughout the country. Jim 
Egan, seventy-eight, died peacefully in his 
sleep at his home in Courtenay, B.C. Jack 
Nesbit, his partner of fifty-two years, was at 
his side. Only days earlier, on March 6, Egan 
had sought medical attention at a local 
hospital, complaining of weakness and 
fatigue. He was discharged later that same 
day. 

Jim Egan is most widely remembered for 
instigating a landmark case that challenged 
the Old Age Security Act, by seeking spousal 
benefits for Nesbit, his partner since 1948. 
The eight-year battle culminated in a 
showdown in the Supreme Court of Canada, 
where the high court ruled five to four against 
the couple. The specific reason for this 
decision was the fact that the benefits in 
question were put in place to assist older 
women who had been financially dependent 
upon their husbands. Nonetheless, in the 
process of examining the evidence, the court 
agreed that the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms did prohibit discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. This was a 
monumental breakthrough that has since 
opened the door to further—and successful— 
discrimination cases. 

In 1995, the same year as the court’s 
ruling, Egan and Nesbit were honoured as the 
grand marshals of the Toronto Pride Parade, 
leading the procession in a red BMW. The 
following year, the couple was featured in a 
documentary by David Adkins, Jim Loves 
Jack: the James Egan Story, which ran on 
Vision television. A chronicle of Egan’s life 
as an activist can also be found in his memoir 
Challenging the Conspiracy of Silence: My 
Life As A Canadian Gay Activist, published 
in 1998. 

Although Egan’s accomplishments later 
in life are the most high-profile, it is important 
to remember where it all began. His activism 
began many years ago in the late ‘40s with a 
series of letters to the editors of numerous 


publications. At the time, inflammatory and 
discriminatory views of homosexuality were 
widely-published in the mainstream press— 
all aspects of which were challenged by Jim 
Egan. His determination in pursuing these 
matters were remarkable even by today’s 
standards—in the late ‘40s and early ‘50s 
such courage and conviction was nothing 
short of miraculous. 

Throughout the 1950s, Egan forged 
bonds with others who saw the potential for 
changes in equality and his profile grew in his 
native Toronto. Early associates, of his 
included members of Los Angeles Mattachine 
Society and U.S. activist Henry Gerber. 

At the urging of Jack Nesbit, Egan left 
Toronto and moved to B.C. in 1964, the 
province he called home for the rest of his life. 
By this point he had grown weary of the lack 
of support he felt the gay community offered 
and distanced himself from his activist past. 
Business and environmental issues occupied 
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AIDS Calgary 
Community Outreach 
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YouthXChange 


Seeking a youth outreach worker to coordinate 
and provide HIV prevention information to high 
risk groups in Calgary. The YouthXChange 
worker will participate in direct outreach services 
through a peer driven model to street involved 
youth. Responsibilities include providing 
problem-solving methods, referrals, resources, 
advocacy and short-term support. The ideal 
candidate will be able to work across differences 
in sexual orientations, genders, cultures and 
ethnic backgrounds. Applicants need to be 
enrolled in full-time post-secondary studies and 
have an interest in working with youth in the 
field of HIV/AIDS. The position will be full-time 
during the summer months (May - August) and 
part-time during the academic semester 
(September - April). This is a one-time non- 
renewable contract position and in addition to 
wage, the intern will receive a $500 honorarium 
at the completion of the contract, Please see 
AIDS Calgary website for full job description @ 
www.aidscalgary.org. 


Please fax resumes: ATTN Laurie 
Fownes @ (403) 263 7358. 
Deadline is April 14, 2000. 
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him instead, and Egan pursued an interest in 
politics. He had the distinction of being the 
first elected openly-gay man in Canada, 
holding the position of regional director for 
Electoral Area B of the Regional District of 
Comox-Strathcona from 1981 to 1993. 

Throughout his life, Jim Egan earned a 
prominent position in this country’s gay 
community, considered by many to be a true 
Canadian hero and an example for us all. His 
inspiration will be sorely missed. 
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18 Her boy didn't cry: Hilary 

19 This industry was most affected by 
the B.C. ban 

21 Leigh and Rene's place, or several 
blackbirds 

24 The Wireless __ 

25 ‘70s perfume or Don't You Wish? 

27 Mr. Praught of Vancouver's Royal _ 
Hotel 

28 The Men's Project has a new one 

30 This made some Progress in 
Edmonton 


by Darrin Hagen 

For Gordon Gietz and Dean Elzinga, 
the progress of a rake led them straight to 
Edmonton. For Elzinga, this is his first 
time ever in Canada. For Gietz, it is a 
homecoming of sorts. For both, an artistic 
triumph as they take the stage in Igor 
Stravinsky’s The Rakes Progress, 
produced by Edmonton Opera. 

“It was an amazing experience,” 
smiles Gietz, who performed the tenor 
role of Tom Rakewell, the young rake who 
sells his soul to the devil for material and 
sensual gain. “It will be a hard experience 
to top. When you have mountains like 
this in your career, the rest are valleys.” 
For Gietz, thirty-six, the return to Alberta 
emphasizes everything he misses about 
his hometown of Calgary. After five-and- 
a-half years living in New York, what he 
misses most is Banff. “I miss the 
mountains—the Rockies are what God 
intended mountains to be,” he says. 

For baritone-bass Dean Elzinga, a 
native of Los Angeles, The Rake’ 
Progress marked his first time in Canada. 
“Friends thought I was crazy, visiting 
Edmonton in March.” But when 
Edmonton Opera artistic director Michael 
Cavanagh offered him the role of Nick 
Shadow, the devil who tempts/bargains/ 
deceives Tom Rakewell in a one-sided 
contest for his soul, he affirms that “I 
would have gone anywhere to sing this 
role.” 

Chatting with opera stars is a rush. 
Their conversations are littered with the 
names of world-class divas, conductors, 
exotic locales, European titles rattled off 
with immaculate pronunciation... the first 
thing I am struck by is their absolute 
dedication to what they do. Both are 
young by opera standards, yet their bios 
bristle with roles that are diverse, 
challenging and globetrotting. 

Stravinsky’s 1951 masterpiece holds 
a place in queer history, as the poetry was 
penned by W. H. Auden and his partner, 
librettist Chester Kallman. The resulting 
music shimmers like shards of shattered 
mirror, reflecting pieces of life without 
revealing all at once, inventive rhythms 
and astonishing 
melodies swirling past 
in a riot of sounds both 
beautiful and terrifying. 

“One of my favorite 
things about this opera,” 
Elzinga muses, “is how 
challenging the music 
is: emotionally, 
expressively... the sheer 
competence it requires 
to perform the music, 
while illuminating the 
real human feelings in 
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the role make it a real high. Extremely 
difficult, but fun to do.” 

Elzinga often jokes that, as a bass- 
baritone, all he ever gets to play are “kings 
and devils... But I love playing evil on 
stage. There are fewer barriers. And 
supernatural villains like Nick Shadow are 
very at home on the opera stage. Shadow 
is a very fun version of the devil, not overt 
at all.” 

On closing night, I finally get a 
chance to speak with both men about their 
lives off-stage. Both live in major 
American urban centres, both in the same 
profession, and both in long-term 
relationships of nine years. And since 
America is currently struggling with the 
same big questions of gay equality that 
Canada is now facing, the timing seems 
perfect to discuss gay marriages. 

Gietz would say “I do” in a moment if 
it were on the books as law: 

“Not for the legal protection or for the 
benefits as much as for the social 
acceptance, which encourages the 
momentum of a relationship. Acceptance 
can aid you... the social force is huge in 
people’s lives.” He recalls visiting a 
straight couple once with his partner 
Mario. “It was the first time we had been 
treated like a couple,” he recalls. “Not a 
gay couple, just a couple. It was 
validating... it strengthened our 
relationship. That support for the union, 


GLOVER & CO CGA 


2002-1 AvenueNW Calgary,Ab T2N 0B3 
Phone 270-2110 Fax 270-3235 


Corporate Tax Returns 
E-FILE Personal Tax 
Tax Planning 

Estate & Trust Returns 


ANN GLOVER B.Sc., C.G.A 


10 April'00 OUTLEQKS 


for the compact, is often absent in the gay 
community. Couples need the support of 


the community; straights 
automatically, but we don’t.” 

Elzinga also supports the freedom to 
marry. In fact, his partner Ron is an 
activist who was recently involved in the 
attempt to defeat the Knight Initiative in 
California. Sadly, Californians voted 
overwhelmingly to support the ban on 
recognizing gay marriages, even if 
performed in states or countries where 
such unions are recognized. “Ron is also 
very active in Immigration Equality, 
fighting to ensure that immigration/safe 
haven policies treat gay couples with 
equality,” he says. 

For Elzinga, the reasons are simple: 

“We’re talking about pensions, social 
security, domestic partner benefits. In 
America, most large companies are 
already recognizing gay couples when it 
comes to handing out benefits. It’s just a 
matter of the political administration 
catching up.” 

Elsewhere in the world, the European 
Union’s parliament has adopted a 
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For a free “In Memoriam” in Edmonton, 
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resolution urging its fifteen member 
nations to grant same-sex couples rights 
equal to those of hetero couples. Canada 
is now on the forefront of gay rights in the 
world, with the spousal benefits situation 
in this country (although Alberta fights it 
every step of the way). In Vermont, a bill 
to create “civil unions” gained final 
approval in the Vermont state House of 
Representatives. The bill makes a 
distinction between same-sex unions and 
marriage, but the benefits are virtually the 
same. Inch by miraculous inch, our 
equality moves closer to reality every day. 

All the while, the religious/moral/ 
conservative right-wing screams about the 
sanctity of marriage. Rather than fight the 
progress we’re making on gay grounds, 
they claim loudly that they’re not 
homophobic, just trying to preserve the 
“traditional values” and “decent moral 
codes” that only an opposite-sex union 
can provide; a union based on 
preservation of family and marriage as the 
comerstone of our society. 

As the war of words heats up, I’d like 
to throw a phrase into the bonfire that’s 
fueling our enemies in this battle. 
Whenever the sanctity, respect and 
morality of hetero marriage gets used as a 
reason to withhold equal rights from us, 
throw this back in their faces: Who Wants 
To Marry A Multi-Millionaire? 

Now theres a hetero marriage 
example we can all learn from. 
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PRESSING ISSUES: Lynette and Ryan at the Edmonton Small Press 
Association gathering. 


(above) WHAT'S BLA 
WHITE AND FAB ALL 
OVER?: Toots, Vanity and 
Endora mug for the camera at 
the Black and White Affair. 


CK AND 


(above left) BLACK, WHITE AND... BOVINE?: 


Guests at the Black and White Affair. 


HIV Edmonton wishes to extend a 
special thanks to Precision Drilling 
Corporation, event partner for the 
Black and White Affair. 


BOOGIE: A-Channel’s Shannon Tyler and Steve Antle 
fronting the Big Breakfast Boogie Band. 


FULL-TILT 


EASING ON DOWN THE TIN 


ROAD: Mr. Vera, Emperor VI, MANNERISMS: 

XVII and Gaily Forward DEFINITELY A 

XX, hits galvanizes the * GOOD WITCH: 

the yellow crowd at the Crown Princess XXIV 

bricks at ISCWR production Dezyna Gown lets 

Buddy's. of The Wiz while loose as 
Empress XXIV A, Clenda in 
Dyna Thirst (as ['¢ The Wiz. 

ts Dorothy) looks on. \ 


LION KING: Emperor XXIV Garry Samuels in 
fine feline form. 


Rob Bradford, dressed for 
the occasion at the 


Conference 4 


(below) SWEET SOUNDS: The Nightingales in 
performance mode at the Shaw Conference Centre. 


PENGUIN PATTER: Susan Jamison and 


Shaw 


Centre. 


VOCAL 
STYLINGS: 
Daniel 
Robertson 
sings out in f 
support of 
the Black 


THE and White. 


DOCTOR IS 
IN: Roxy 
Doctor lends 
her voice in 
support of 
HIV 
Edmonton. 
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SMILES OF SUCCESS: Volunteer manager/event 
manager June Hughes with volunteer Paul Van 
Drunen at the Black and White Affair. 


Planning an event in Edmonton? Contact 


us at 447-3006 and we'll see about getting it 
covered in Out & About. 
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COMM UN I 
A fun-filled Cup 


It’s 2000 and the ‘Cup is poised to 
“runneth over”. This year’s Western Cup, 
which runs through the Easter weekend 
from April 20-23, promises to be one of the 
best-attended tournaments to date. 

“Tt usually grows year to year by about 
ten percent,” says Apollo board member 
Gary B, “so we’re expecting a great turnout 
for this one.” 

More than 400 participants are 
expected to partake in the fun at Calgary’s 
gymnasiums, bowling alleys and curling 
rinks. Oh—and don’t forget the 
nightclubs... Teams from as far away as 
San Diego and Toronto will descend on the 
city for a four-day whirlwind of sports and 
social activities. 

The weekend  kicks-off with 
registration at the Westin Hotel, a change of 
venue from the ‘99 Cup. 

“The Westin has been really wonderful 
to us,” according to Gary, “we’re quite 
pleased with the change.” 

Registration is followed by a Meet and 
Greet gathering at Boystown 
Metro/Rekroom on Thursday evening. The 
latter of these two is often the forging of 
new friendships both long-term and short, 
making it a must-attend for participants and 


spectators alike. Be sure to get there early 
as the club fills up very quickly and you’ll 
be forced to spend the night in a crush of 
taut, muscular bodies. Quel dommage! 

Friday will dawn all too early for a day 
of frantic and friendly competition in the 
areas of bowling, volleyball, badminton and 
curling. Spectators are encouraged to get 
out to the many venues and cheer on their 
local team, or any out-of-town athlete(s) 
that have achieved “special significance” 
with them. 

The highlight of Friday night—and a 
guaranteed ‘gay old time’—is the Night of 
Bingo at Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community 
Centre. The fun runs from 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 


NDS AT THE'IQ99 WESTERN 


and admission is free, with a minor charge 
for bingo cards. 

The activities continue throughout 
Saturday at various venues throughout the 
city, with competition winding down at 
day’s end. There will barely be enough 
time for a re-energizing nap before the big 
Saturday night dance, the social pinnacle of 
the Western Cup. This crowd-pleaser will 
also be held at the Hillhurst-Sunnyside 
Centre, and offers a few new twists this 
‘time around. This event starts at 8 p.m. 
and continues until ‘the steam runs out.’ 

The Westin Hotel will play host to the 
Sunday Awards Banquet this year, between 
10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. For the first time, 


ice 


this brunch will be a sit-down affair as 
opposed to buffet-style, with approximately 
450 anticipated in attendance. Those with 
the strength to carry on are invited to join 
the Survivor’s Party at Money-Pennies and 
nurse their sports/party injuries before 
signing off on the weekend. 

Apollo “Friends in Sports”, now in its 
eighteenth year, is one of Calgary’s oldest 
social networks for the city’s gay and 
lesbian community. 

“A lot of people come out to Apollo— 


it brings a really dynamic and diverse 


interest to the community,” says Gary B. 
“We have people that are seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen years old who want to 
start a volleyball group, right up to people 
in their sixties and seventies who are 
involved in the bowling.” 

The Western Cup has been a part of 
Apollo’s legacy for eighteen years and has 
served as a great ambassador for our city. 
For more information on Apollo or the 
Western Cup weekend, log on to 
www.geocities.com/apollocalgary or call 
their new hotline at 265-7288. Rates at the 
Westin are $75 per single or double, with an 


additional fee of $10 per person for a triple. 


or quad. 


EASTER WEEKEND 
APRIL 20 - 23, 2000 


The Western Cup enters the year 2000 by celebrating 
it's 18th year of "friendship through sports" by combining 
four different sports and four days of fun for all. 


Ctarting the weekend on 


Thursday evening with the Registration at the 
Westin Hotel (220-4th Ave SW) between 7-{1pm. Then it's off to 
BoyztownMetto/Rekroom (213-10th Ave SW) for the Meet and Greet. 


Friday; it's on with the competitions during the day, and finishing 

up with the always hilarious, Night of Bingo at the Hilthusrt-Sunnyside 
Community Centre(1320-5th Ave NW). The evening starts at $-12am, 
admission is free, with 9 small charge for tha Bingo cards. 


Saturday; Is the last day of competitions, and the largest springtima 
social evant during the evening. Come back to the Hillhusrt-Sunnyside 
Community Centre and come join everyone In a night of dancing, 

__ and good times. The Dance starts at Spm. 
Sunday; the Awards Banquet begins at 10:30am-3:OOpm at tha 
Westin Hotel. The weekend ends with the Survivors Party, for those 


that can continue. Join them and the Gang down at Money-Pennies 
(1742-10th Ave SW) 


For more information about events contact out Sporting Directors: 
Badminton: Todd Frisch (403) 266-3189 or email thriseh® gov.calgary.ab.ca 
Bowling: Margaret a 403) 217-6236 or email xmvk@ yahoo.com 


Curling: Tony Yip (403) 245-3811 ot email apollo@ cadvision.com 
Volleyball; David Ostoforoft (403) 270-3€57 or email david_ostoforaft® accountant.com 


email:goocitios,com/apollocal gary 
wwii, goocities.com.WestHollywood/Heights/3602 
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COME OUT AND PLAY WITH US! 


: 


their choice in a positive, non-threatening atmosphere 
promoting fellowship and integrity. 

Apollo is comprised of five leagues: Curling, 
Badminton, Sunday Bowling, Wednesday Bowling, and 
Volleyball. See below for current league status. 


COMING THIS SUMMER 
Apollo’s summer fun includes bringing back weekly 
drop-in baseball and Sunday golf. New this year is weekly 
roller blading, and cycling. For current information on 
summer activities and events call the Apollo Hotline at 
265-7288. 


Apollo “Friends in Sports” is a nonprofit sport and 
social club for the gay and lesbian community. _ 

We are based in Calgary, and are operating in our 
18th year. 


Apollo allows people to participate in activities of 


Leagues wrap-up in anticipation of 
Western Cup XVIII 


Apollo Curling has ended the season with its final playoffs and an 
awards banquet on Saturday March 25th at the North Hill Curling Club. 
This year the league has introduced a sportsmanship award. All a 
members have voted for the team they felt was the most sportsmanlike BRIAN PEFFERS 


, during the season. If 1999 RECIPIENT 
you like to curl, and want to get JORDAN RUTHERFORD 
involved next season, give Chris a MEMORIAL AWARD 


call at 870-8117. 
The Jordan Rutherford Memorial Award has been 
established in memory of one of Apollo’s longest 


Absolutely Smashing involved members. 
Badminton continues to play It is dedicated to a member who demonstrated the 
5 f i qualities that exemplify Apollo's ideals namely 
every weekend up until April 16th. The league plays at Lindsay Park Sports Centre, Sportsmanship - Involvement - Fellowship - Leadership 
and dates and times change each week The Badminton league have been spicing things - Commitment - and overall citizenship. : 
“ 3 F a x a ‘ ‘ 3 The same ideals have been chosen as the criteria for 
up with aprés brunch, aprés hot tubbing, and aprés pool parties at Lindsay Park If you are interested in playing selecting the recipient of this award. 
Badminton and/or attending the aprés parties call Todd at 266-3189. 1. Sportsmanship ; 
Plays fairly - winning at any cost is not acceptable. 
p Expresses mutual respect for team mates and 
Unity Sunday bowling is a small league of just 7 lanes, they get together on Sundays at 2:30 pm opponents aps ei a ape eee Shee 
A A $ 6 encouragement and support both physical an 
at Let’s 10-Pin Bowlerama. If you are interested in playing call Darlene at 229-0600. e spiritual. 
2. Involvement 


. : 2 Involved in sports not only as a participant but as 
Rainbow Riders Wednesday bowling league () ce an organizer. Involved in community activities 


congratulates the ‘Thunderbolts’, winners of the Third cither directly or indirectly. 


5 x 3. Fellowship 
Quarter. The second quarter ended with the ‘Thunderbolts Friendship is based on who you are - not what you 
holding a significant lead over the second place team (and are and encompasses all individuals be they gay 
E i ; men, lesbian women or gay positive. Recognizes 
second quarter winner) “Basic Black and Pearls.’ The ) and respects individual differences while lending 
Rainbow Riders league plays at Let’s 10-Pin Bowlerama, Dae ae to those in need of special attention. 

‘ F 4. Leadership 
starting at 6:30 pm. The final night of the regular season of Takes an active role in the organization of sports 
bowling was March 29th. If you are interested in joining the See eo Se eae al ge eames 
. ‘ % knowledge and strives for consensus through open 
Rainbow Riders please call Bill at 237-7494. discussion. Makes decisions and stands behind 

them. 
k : 5. Commitment 

The Inner City Volleyball indoor league plays on Sundays Contributes personal time and effort to achieve the 
at 4:00 pm at the YWCA Body & Soul. If you want to join the Inner SSE OER RINGS Geel RSS EUS 
. $ x 5 not exclude participation in a group decision. Can 
City league give David a call at 270-3857. The outdoor league will be counted on to carry through on a commitment 
begin when the spring weather decides to stick around. SS = to the best of their ability and sometimes beyond. 


WWW.rekroom.com 
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Smoke signals from the coast 


by Pat Johnson 

Pull the delicate yet stiff cylinder from 
its sheath and bring it to your mouth. Clasp 
it gently between your lips; experience the 
thrill of the impending unleashing of its 
lusty contents into your mouth and throat. 
Imagine the warm, aromatic swirl that will 
soon fill you, immersing all your senses in 
a smouldering symphony that will speed 
your heart and touch every nerve in your 
body. Do it. Experience the thrill. 

British Columbians are free to do it 
again, after three months of government- 
imposed rules against it. Smoking (what 
did you think I was talking about?) had 
been off-limits in every workplace in the 
province—and that includes bars, 
nightclubs and restaurants—since Jan. 1, 
until the Supreme Court overturned the ban 
March 22. 

The sweeping anti-smoking rule, a 
product of the Workers’ Compensation 
Board, was intended to protect workers 
from second-hand smoke. The rule took 
effect after a heated debate that pitted the 
hospitality industry against the WCB and 
anti-smoking activists. The court ruled that 
the WCB had not done enough public 
consultation before imposing the ban. The 
government is urging its Workers’ 
Compensation Board not to appeal the 
ruling, but to find some compromise that is 
acceptable to the court. 

The ban has put the province through a 
major internal squabble. Critics warned 
that tourists—especially from Asia— 
would bypass the city and head for Seattle, 
where they can smoke freely. (Although if 
they went much further south, they would 
find anti-smoking rules just as stringent in 
California.) ; 

Surveys were done that said smokers 
socialize more, go to nightclubs and 
restaurants more and spend more when 
they are there. In short, smokers have more 
fun. Either that, or they spend the family 
allowance cheques on booze. 

One or the other. 

Hardly had the smoke cleared after the 
ban took effect than a cafe in the heart of 
the gay village closed down, blaming the 
fact that its customers simply decided to 
stay home rather than go out and have a 
coffee over which they could not linger 
with a cigarette. 

And though bar owners and managers 
would not say on the record that they don’t 
enforce the rules, lots of people were still 
lighting up in some bars in the city. 

One of the criticisms lodged by the 
hospitality industry was that the ban put the 
obligation on the staff to enforce the rules, 
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potentially putting them at risk of physical 
assault by crazed tobacco addicts. Logical 
enough. So some bars opted to simply not 
serve someone who was smoking. The co- 
owner of the Royal Pub, a gay nightspot, 
said the rule had odd unintended 
consequences. 

“Tt has divided the crowd,” says Angus 
Praught. “It has caused a rift among the 
customers.” 

Though stressing he was always in full 
compliance with the rules, Praught said 
customers who lit up (and therefore lost 
their serving privileges) were ostracized by 
the more vigilant of the non-smokers. 
Groups of friends have split over the issue, 
he says. 

No word on divorces yet. 

Michael Potter, who manages the 
Denman Station at the other end of the gay 
village, said his staff —those the rule was 
aimed at protecting— are all smokers. 
Though the bar rigged up its parking 
garage as a smoking area, he said staff had 
to nip out for a fag, whereas they used to 
puff on the job. 

Talking about nipping out for a fag: 
there might be another unintended 
consequence of rules like these. While in 
California last year, I discovered the 
cruisiest place in the bar was just outside 
the door. Everybody 
stepped out for a smoke 


people who come in —they’re non- 
smokers— and they love it,” he said, just a 
day before the ban was lifted. A friend of 
his, who would never go out to the bars 
before, had a whole new dimension to her 
social life, he added, though presumably 
she’s returned to her shell thanks to the 
Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile, the manager of the 
Odyssey, a big gay dance club, put it 
succinctly. “There seems to be a lot of 
handsome young men out there who like to 
go out without smelling like an ashtray and 
who don’t want to kiss other ashtrays,” he 
says. Another unintended consequence: he 
says he and the staff could sometimes even 
wear their clothes two days in a row while 
the ban was in effect. 

(“Excuse me, but didn’t I see you in 
that yesterday? I’d rather kiss an ashtray.”) 

On the other hand, there was certainly 
an element staying at home or having 
private parties. (And it’s not just called 
turning thirty.) 

Inevitably, they will return triumphant 
to the bars, trailing smoke and waving the 
victory sign. 

But the whole affair (because it is 
probably not over yet) brought up another 
unintended consequence (is there any other 
kind? Not in this article). If sufficient 


and, in the process, were 
able to carry on the 
conversations that were 
precluded inside by 
over-amplified music 
and the occasionally 


oppressive attitude of 
the L.Aliens. (See 
above: smokers have 
more fun.) On the other 
hand, Vancouver is 
hardly California, and a 
crowd of patrons 
gathered outside a bar 
could be mistaken for a 
wet T-shirt contest. 

The tourist- 
repelling effects of the 
smoking ban may have 
held some truth, 
according to Potter, who 
said a couple from New 
York and a woman from 
Calgary told him they 
would never come back. 

But he acknowl- 
edged, too, that the ban 
was very popular with 
others. “I have some 


numbers of gays and lesbians voted with 
their feet and stayed home because they 
can’t puff, they could have had a 
detrimental effect on an important part of 
the gay socialization process. 

Like it or not, the bar scene is a major 
part of gay culture and is the first 
introduction most of us have to the life. 
Yes, there are implications to that fact and 
gay AA groups have seen a booming 
business over the past couple of decades. 
But that does not negate the role that a 
welcoming social environment plays in the 
coming-out process and beyond. 

The hospitality industry is competitive 
and so, through all this lobbying against the 
ban, the parties have been circumspect 
about divulging too much about the 
financial implications. If a bar —or any 
other business— were floundering, do you 
think they’d shout it from the rooftops? 

Some people loved the smoking ban 
and some people hated it. It will probably 
return in some sort of moderated form, like 
new rules on air purification, but it’s worth 
considering what would happen if enough 
gays and lesbians stayed home and stopped 
patronizing the gay bars and clubs. They 
could endanger some important institutions 
of their community. 
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A seductive new medium 


by David Crosson 

Calgary-based painter Mychael Maier, 
renowned for his homoerotic studies of the 
male form, has recently branched off into the 
medium of oil painting. Outlooks spoke with 
him recently about his work and this latest 
venture. 

Outlooks: In terms of physical 
appearance, you have a very distinct ‘type’ 
when it come to your figures—is that an 
aesthetic choice or a personal attraction? 

Maier: I would say that it’s more an 
aesthetic choice, based on the influences that 
I have and the people I choose to look at. 
These people, I feel, are worthy of being put 
on the canvas—but that’s not to say that it has 
to be an idealized body. There are a lot of 
interesting painters doing non-idealized 
bodes right now, like Freud—it’s very bizarre 
stuff, strange-looking figures... But my work 
is idealized. 

Outlooks: You have mentioned an 
obsession with anatomy—where do you 
think that would take you if you weren’t an 
artist? Medicine maybe? 

Maier: I probably would have wound 
up directing porn films, or something like 
that! [Laughs.] I mean the whole porn 
industry has an obsession with anatomy, too, 
and I like the idea of elevating pornography 
into art. 

Outlooks: You’ve been painting now 
[as opposed to drawing] for just over six 
months; how has the transition been for you? 

Maier: It’s a different medium—more 
interesting, more challenging. I wanted to try 
and make the flesh look more interesting with 
oil paint. 

Outlooks: Is there a greater ‘elevation’ 
or validation of the flesh using oil, as opposed 
to acrylic, because the medium is so steeped 
in history? 

Maier: That’s right. And you can 
varnish the hell out of it on top of all that. 

Outlooks: That porn-star gloss? 

Maier: Absolutely! There are other 
painters in town working in oils whose work 
is totally different and they really inspired 
me. Greg Edmonson, for example. Barry 
Weiss. I was sharing a studio with Barry and 
just seeing what he did with oil in his 
landscapes... it’s such a seductive medium. I 
just had to start dabbling in it. 

Outlooks: What is the most liberating 
aspect of being an artist? 

Maier: Well, the fact that I can really do 
anything I want; I’m not obsessed with 
commercial art. And I’m fortunate enough to 
have had some financial success with it. I 
still work a day job, so it’s got nothing to do 
with the money that I make. I love making 
images and hopefully I transform a couple of 
people in the process. 

Outlooks: What are the benefits of 
working in a place the size of Calgary? 

Maier: There are no benefits that I can 


think of! Well, other than 
the fact that studio rent is 
very cheap, the cost of living 
is low. I mean, New York is 
a very stimulating place to 
be, but everyone I know is 
working three or four jobs to 
make ends meet. And they 
don’t have a lot of time to 
paint. 

Outlooks: What about 
some of the drawbacks? 

Maier: The market, the 
social climate. God, the list 
must be endless... I don’t 
know—the biggest thing is 
the lack of external stimuli. 
In New York you walk 
down the street and get 
excited—you want to paint. 
Here you have to dig much 
deeper. 

Outlooks: Do you think that’s a strength 
for you then, developing your internal stimuli 
so strongly? 

Maier: Yes, absolutely; it is a resource 
for me. 

Outlooks: Compared to some of your 
earlier work—I’m going back a ways here— 


Western Canada’s Lesbian, Gay, 
Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Bookstore 


When visiting Vancouver do make 
a point of dropping in to the store 
and pick up your free map of the 
city listing all the gay & lesbian 
hotspots, places to shop and meet 
special people. We also have a 
reliable, well established mail 
order service with an 800 number 
or visit the store on the Net. 


Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium 
1238 Davie Street, 
Vancouver, B.C., V6E 1N4 
(604) 669-1753 


Phone Orders 1-800-567-1662 
OUR STORE ON THE NET 


www.lsisters.com 


47 your more recent stuff has 
been more overtly sexual, 
homoerotic. Is__ this 
progression a result of the 
changing attitudes in this 
| 7 province? 
: Maier: It just has to do 
with me feeling more 
comfortable about the type 
of work I’m doing. And 
there was a pretty positive 
response to the last couple 
of shows, so that helps. I’ve 
never let the environment 
stop me from working. In 
fact, it wasn’t until I came 
back from New York that I 
realized how repressed it is 
here, and that was one of the 
reasons that I decided to 
deal with this content. I 
decided that people needed 
to be shaken up a little bit. Initially, it was all 
an issue—it’s not anymore. I’ve just decided 
that this is what I like doing. 

Outlooks: What perception of your 
work do you find the most irksome? 

Maier: Well, for example, when I’m at 
work people will categorize what I do as “Oh, 


he paints naked boys.” And I’m sure that 
when people think about that, when they try 
to visualize what I’m painting, it comes 
across as very cheesy or something. That 
bothers me to a certain extent. 

Outlooks: A number of people have 
described your work in many ways, referring 
to such influences as Kabuki theatre, German 
Expressionist cinema, Arts & Crafts 
illustrations—what does Mychael Maier 
consider influential and inspirational? 

Maier: All of that to Michelangelo, 
Japanese woodblock prints, Gustav Klimt... 
Francis Bacon, most recently. That’s actually 
one of the reasons I decided to paint, after 
reading a biography about him and his life. It 
made me realize that there’s nothing stopping 
you from painting... whatever you want. The 
more outrageous the better. Not that these are 
outrageous paintings, they’re just sort of lush 
studies. 

Outlooks: Do you see a kind of 
outrageousness on the horizon? 

Maier: We’ll just see where it goes... I 
don’t want to say exactly. If I look at 
someone like [Charles] Malinsky, it’s hard 
not to get excited about that kind of work. 

Mychael Maier is represented in 
Calgary by Art is Vital Gallery. 


VISIT VANCOUVER'S #1 
GAY HOTEL/BAR COMPLEX 
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SPRING SPECIAL 


+ tax, per room, per night 
single or double occupancy 


Rate also includes welcome beverage in 
our very popular Gay Bar “The Royal* and 
coffee/tea with muffins in the morning. 


Offer valid until April 30, 2000 


hy Deval Hotel 


1025 Granville St. Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6Z 1L4 
Tel: (604) 685-5335 Toll Free: 1-877-685-5337 Fax: (604) 685-5351 


frontdesk@attheroyal.com 


www.aitheroyal.com 
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DJ Norm of Montreal Black and Blue fame spun the 
crowd into a frenzy at Vancouver's Blast party in March. 
Photos courtesy Orbit Productions 
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1112-17th Ave S.W, TEL.228.2821 


Ue aly ueoetd Food 


IOI4 - 8th Street S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta T2R 1K2 
reservations: (4.03) 232-6028 
catering & desserts: (4.03) 232-6027 
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Planning an event in 
Vancouver? Contact us 
at 1-888-228-1157 if 
you'd like to contribute 
photos for the Vancouver 
Out & About. 
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654 Nelson Street at Granville. Vancouver. Canada. For Reservations 1 888 605 5333 ERY DAKOTA 
email: info@hoteldakota.com www.hoteldakota.com Ask for special IGLTA Rates. 
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Fully Licensed Cafe & Terrace 
Famous Brunch 
Weekends & Holidays 


Open 7 Days a Week 


Ph: (403) 263-1450 
Fax: (403) 266-3329 


132 - 15 Avenue S.W., Calgary 


To advertise in this space, 
contact Terry Morgan at 


(403) 228-1157 


THE WINE GALLERY 


Presenting Live Jazz 
Saturday Evenings 


New Saturday 
Brunch Menu 


{Main Floor, Bankers Hall 
290-1090 
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MEMORIES OF JAPAN, JC Heywood, 1999 Original signed screenprint Edition: 50 


= NEW SCREENPRINTS 
April 6 - April 29, 2000 
J C H EYWOOD peda: ahareday April 6 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
PAST PLACES 
April 6 - April 29, 2000 
Barbara M I LN E Onealiie: Thursdeys April 6 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 


724 - 11 Avenue S.W. Calgary tel: (403) 263 1162 fax: (403) 262 9426 Ha nd-blown glass 
| by Dan Winkleman 


Crift Pottery 


MICHAEL BURNS 


MICHAEL BURNS “Ketrospective” 
Opening Reception April 15, 2000 
Continues Through to May 2, 2000 


817 - 17 Avenue S.W., Calgary, Alberta * 228-2111 


Glass 
Jewellery 


2105 4th St SW 245-1212 


Andrew 
Sales 
Associate 


parker’ S Pool, Salmonier River-1998 pastel, 22x30" 


SCOTT GOUDIE 


- 8th Avenue sw, Calgary, ‘Alberta T2P 15 
Shes ene com Phone: 403.263.4346 
Fax: 403.263-4349 


Tel: 288-0444 
Cel: 630-8449 
I'm Here For You! | Fax: 286-6730 
Sales and Leasing Consultant (All Make Leasing) / 
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Rooks hits above the Beltline 


by Outlooks staff 

Some people might think it’s a case of 
‘Rooks and a hard place’ but bar owners Lea 
Heintz and Rene Dunn have enjoyed four 
years of success at their 16th Ave. location. 
Outlooks spoke with them recently about the 
bar business and operating outside of the 
downtown core. 

Outlooks: Rooks is four years old 
now—congratulations—did you feel that the 
time was right to open when you did? 

Rene: Wow—I can’t even remember 
what we were thinking at the time! [Laughs.] 

Lea: Ren’s always wanted a bar. 

Rene: I’ve always wanted a gay bar— 
Pve worked in straight clubs but I’ve always 
wanted a gay club. We opened in December, 
and that October Lea came home and was fed- 
up with her job and said ““We’ re going looking 
for a place and we’re not coming back to 
Airdrie until we find one.” We made our 
minds up, we looked at where we wanted to 
be and went home that night with two 
locations in mind. This one needed a lot of 
work, because it was a midnight move 
situation [with the previous tenants] and 
everything was thirty years old. 

Lea: We knew we didn’t want to be 
downtown—it was a safety factor. We have 
all-female staff and safety is definitely an 
issue. 

Rene: This location is really well 
monitored by the police; we have a really 
good working relationship with them. We 
also always have two people here and we’ve 
done that from the very beginning. Safety 
really was the main factor in why we chose to 
be up here. 

Outlooks: Do you find it’s easier to run 
a business when there are two of you or are 
there frequently differences of opinion? 

Lea: Ren’s the boss. [Laughs.] 

Rene: No! [Laughs.] I’ve been in the 
industry almost my whole life and Lea has 
been involved in the management end in retail 
stores and things like that. She’s really good 
with numbers and so we each try to take our 
role in the business. 

Lea: Ren does more of the PR work and 
I do more of the management. 

Rene: We wish we had somebody else to 
help us because the work is really 
overwhelming sometimes, but that’s the way 
it is in the industry. You always have to be a 
few steps ahead. 

Lea: When we started we were both 
living in Airdrie and so we had to drive half an 
hour to and from work each way. And then 
work sixteen hours. 

Rene: Rooks is our passion and—yes— 
some things suffer because of it, but on the 
whole we’re very proud of what we do and 
what this represents. And sometimes we 
shake our heads and go “It doesn’t matter 
what we do, there’s always going to be 
someone in the community who thinks it’s not 
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right.” You know, it’s “you should do this” 
and “you should do that.” We should do a lot 
of things but... we’re here and we’ve stuck 
with it for four years. Lea sits down every 
year and says “Rene, these are our projections 
and this is what I think we should do.” We’ve 
done that from the very beginning and we 
have stayed on track. There are so many 
different communities within the community 
that you can’t please everybody. If you stay 
consistent with what you’re doing and you 
don’t get involved with all the other things 


ROOKS.OWNERS LEA (LEET) AND RENE 


then you'll be fine. It’s probably the most 
“right” thing we’ve done. We appreciate 
comments and criticisms, but on the other 
hand, we’re the ones standing on the edge 
here. 

Outlooks: Rooks is located a ways out of 
the traditional “gay ghetto” area of the 
Beltline, but there are very specific reasons 
why you chose this area. Care to elaborate? 

Rene: We have never been known to do 
anything according to the ‘norm.’ We 
mentioned the security thing a bit before. 
We’re both very sports-oriented and we’re 
close to the arenas, close to the ball-fields. 
We’re in the hub. 

Lea: There’s actually a lot of community 
up around here. 

Rene: We didn’t tell anybody we were 
opening but word got out through the 
grapevine and people would knock on the 
back door and say “Hey, can I give you some 
help?” It was great; a real community effort. 
People would come in after their day jobs and 
stay until twelve or one o’clock in the 
morning. 

Lea: Everyone would say “Oh, I just live 
around the corner.” 

Rene: Yeah—we had this image of a 
huge apartment filled with lesbians! 

Lea: [Laughs.] Lesbian housing! 

Rene: I actually don’t think there are as 
many gay people living downtown as there 
are here. I think some people are actually 
choosing not to live in the downtown core. 

Lea: We’re actually really accessible 


here on Centre Street and 16th Avenue. This 
is still fairly central. 

Outlooks: What have you found to be 
quirks in this industry specifically? 

Lea: The main thing is that people 
initially thought this was just a woman’s bar 
and that we were more geared towards the 
female community, but we’ve always 
welcomed men—and tried to get that point 
across. There are other things, too: some 
people take it upon themselves to tell other 
people who’s welcome here and who’s not. 
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It’s taken a long time to get around this stuff 
and, in the last year, we’ve had more guys 
coming in for things like Wing Night. It’s just 
finding events that people are willing to come 
out to. 

Rene: Some people say “It’s just 
lesbians.” But we’re not just lesbians. When 
we opened up people spread rumours that we 
hated men. I’ve never hated a man in my life! 
We try to offer something that will please 
everybody. For example, we let children in 
until nine o’clock, because it’s not just a bar. 
A lot of gay and lesbian people have kids and 
there are very few other places that they can 
take them. People go “Oh, no, they’re taking 
children into a bar!” Well, it’s not a bar until 
nine o’clock—it’s a restaurant. And as bar 
owners that’s something we set, it’s not 
dictated by liquor laws. We want to have a 
place where people feel comfortable—gay, 
lesbian, with kids, without kids. 

Lea: We try and provide something for 
every market: the artsy crowd, the jocks; there 
are so many groups to think about. 

Rene: We try to do stuff for the older 
clientele, too; things like murder mysteries or, 
in April, we’re bringing in a jazz singer for 
them—stuff like that. We try to make sure 
there’s some sort of entertainment or draw for 
them. 

Outlooks: You’re both very involved in 
the community. Do you think it’s important, 
as gay business owners, to be out there and 
visible and supportive? 

Rene: I do, but I think you have to be 


very particular about how you go about it. 
I’ve never wanted to get into the “politics”. 
I’m in the service industry—people don’t 
need to hear what I think about feminism or 
this-that-and-the-other-thing. They come in 
here to be served and entertained and Lea and 
I do our best to stay away from that. We had 
one confrontation when we first opened up 
because all the clientele around us is straight 
and we felt that until they got to know us we 
wouldn’t let them know too much about what 
we were doing here. Get to know me then 
accept me. 

Lea: They all still come here and they 
know what Rooks is. 

Rene: They come for my birthday and 
other events. They’re very, very supportive 
and we felt it was the best way to introduce 
ourselves. 

Lea: But we got slammed in the 
community for welcoming the straight 
people. We didn’t want to discriminate 
against them the way we’re discriminated 
against. 

Rene: We handled it the way we thought 
best at the time and we got slammed and 
boycotted and all the rest. It was a rough 
couple of months. 

Lea: We still had a business to run and 
we felt it was the night choice. 

Rene: We try to be supportive of all 
groups in the community. It’s very rare that 
we tum anybody away, because we know 
what it’s like and we know that everybody 
needs a helping hand. It has to be a win-win 
situation. 

Outlooks: If you could airlift Rooks and 
drop it down in any other city in the world, 
where would it be? 

Both: [Laughing.] Scotsdale, Arizona! 

Lea: There’s a huge gay community 
there. 

Rene: They support all their bars. We 
were talking to one of the bar owners there 
and they said the community was so helpful. 
And there are cute girls! 

Lea: The community is about forty 
percent of the population there. You go into 
the grocery store and in probably every aisle 
you'll see a gay couple. And everyone says 
“hi,” even though we’re just tourists. 

Rene: Scotsdale is maybe one of our 
long-term goals—we’ ve talked about it. 

Outlooks: Anything else you'd like to 
mention? 

Rene: No, just that we enjoy what we do. 

Lea: We both love what we do. 

Rene: We like putting on our shows and 
being involved. Last year in Pride we did a 
pub crawl and we’ll do one again this year. 
We had something every night during Pride 
Week and our staff was so involved and so 
supportive. 

Lea: We’re both very passionate about 
what we do. 
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Hallew Creation... ———> | /EQ C haxitce 
ae oo Ita Charlie has staked 
— | a Li f : out his spot on the 
Melrose patio in 
anticipation of 


spring. Anyone care 
to join him? 
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GET BENT: GLASS members Erik and 
Stephen smile and show some leg 
following the Gender Bender event. 


SAPPHIC SURPRISES: Performers on 


stage os the Detour-hosted Kinky? * \KINKS AND 


~ Coxwell whips the 


Kinky? 


ACTION SHOT: Kinky? coordinators 
Eric and Nathan working through 
some issues...! 


MASTERPIECE 

IN PROGRESS: 
Backstage body 
painting at 
Kinky? 


(right) 
GOLDEN BOY, 
GOLDEN 
GIRLS: From 
left: Lorrie 

: Murphy as 
Whoopi Goldberg, 
Michele as k.d. 
lang and Roxanne 
as Sharon Stone at 
the Money-Pennies 
Oscar fundraiser for 
Beswick House. 


THE ART OF CONVERSATION: Art is Vital’s Jill 


Enthusiastic competitors at 
the U of C Gender Bender. 


QUEENS: Ophelia 


crowd into a frenzy at oo. 


Peterson 
chats with 
artist Mychael 
Maier at the 
opening of 
his Spirit In 
The Flesh 
exhibit. 


GIRLS 
ARE 
HAVING 
FUN: Money- — 
Pennies’ Char (left) 
with friend Jodi at the Team Calgary party. 


(above) MARDI GRACIOUS!: Two 
colourfully frocked and festooned guests at 
Team Calgary's Mardi Gras party. 

(right) PEARL NECKLACE, ANYONE?: 
ARGRA boys David Freeman and Kevin 
Murray. 


GENDER 
STUDIES: 


FACES AND VOICES: Former Freedom 
FM hosts Craig Lewington (left) and 
Gene Rodman. 


MARKY GRAS: 

Actor/director Mark 
Bellamy in a change of 
costume. 


PRECIOUS PLATINUM: A metallic 
Mardi Gras reveller shares the wealth. 


Planning an event in Calgary? Contact 


us at 228-1157 and we'll see about getting 
it covered in Out & About. 


TWO FOR TEA: Rocky Mountain Cruiser Shawn (left) with 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation director Jason 

Adamus at the first RMC T-Dance at Arena. The next one 
will be held April 16 from 2 to 6 p.m. 


ROXANNE ROCKS: The hostess with the 
mostest in a post-Oscar glow. 
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MAKING — 
TRAX: 
Detour's 
Maurino 
at the 
kick-off 
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Tuesdays 
at the | 
club. 
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Need by Robert to capture and cultivate the snippets of 
| Thomson experience—other people’s experience—that 
Riverbank Press, find resonance in all of us. And that aim is 
2000 dead-on: an observation here, an insecurity 
review by David _there—Need is the sum of its parts and then 

| Crosson some. 
Toronto-based There is an immediacy to Thomson’s 
author Robert writing, a sense that he is capturing the 


Thomson has scored 
a hit with Need, his 
second collection of 
short stories centred 
primarily, though not exclusively, around 
issues of gay male existence. His style aims 


fleeting thoughts which comprise the texture 
of day-to-day life. The voices of his 
characters are cacophonic, diverse, made 
coherent and unified by the common 
denominator of the author’s guiding hand. 
Need is by no means a apleasant ’ read, in 
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HAPPY EASTER: 


Phone: 263-7411 


the truest sense of the word, but it is an 
enjoyable one. Throughout the book, we 
discover that Thomson is a kind of literary 
spokesman; his is the voice of despair, albeit a 
lyrical one. The collection is largely “field 
trip” fiction, full of introductions to the not-so- 
strange worlds and the not-so-exotic people 
we encounter every day, often without 
knowing it. These are inner thoughts dragged 
out into the light and onto the page, 
uncomfortable in their candor yet comforting 
in their relevance, no matter how painful. A 
few chapters before bed will doubtless clear 


It is with a sigh of relief 
| that writer Shane Rhodes ee 
confirms that he has ‘poetry 
in motion’. It’s been over a 
year since the completion of 
The Wireless Room, a 
collection of poems that 
comprises Rhodes’ first 
“major” publishing debut. 
In the interim, Rhodes has 
been tweaking and touching 
up his work, preparing it for 
release this month through 
the Edmonton-based 
NeWest Press. 

“T have to admit that fie. 
I’m actually quite sick of 
some of the poems right now; I’ve read them 
and worked on them so much that few of 
them offer any surprise to me anymore!” 
Rhodes says. “I write every day and the 
excitement is coming from new material 
right now.” 

Subjects in The Wireless Room run the 
gamut from urban and rural living to 
meditations on art and science. The 
landscape of southern Alberta figures 
prominently in the book, an inspiration 
drawn from Rhodes’ childhood in Alix, a 
small town in the central part of the province. 

“One thing that I found in living in the 
city and growing up in a very rural place in 
Alberta, is the idea of ‘gayness’ is so much a 
part of the urban setting,” Rhodes reflects on 
his early years. “In a way I think that’s kind 
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FEATURING STRIPPER AT 12:30 & BU AD FT! - DOOR 0 
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* C: Detour 


The Wireless Room 


away the day’s debris, either through sighs of 
“thank God I’m not that messed up” or “thank 
God I’m not alone.” 

Need is a book that belongs on the 
nightstand as much as Tylenol or condoms. 
Highly recommended. 


This review sponsored by 
To purchase this and 
many other titles, 
i 7a visit 
www.outlooks.outbooks.com 


ao 


of good, because it really 
allowed me to become who I 
am instead of seeing some 
stereotype and becoming 
that.” 

The Wireless Room is 
not so much a work of gay 
| writing as it is a series of 
reflections and observations 


a filter, a sense 
bd “otherness” that gives him, 
jin hindsight, a unique 
perspective on rural living 
j and the many subjects h 

At sixteen pages, “The Unified Field” is 
one of the collection’s largest pieces and one 
of its most overtly gay-themed: an 
exploration of the coming-out process 
Rhodes shared with his mother. 

“Tt’s interesting how it really changed 
the way we related to one another and it was 
definitely a very fast maturing for both of 
us,” Rhodes says of the experience. “And a 
very necessary one.” 

For those interested in experiencing The 
Wireless Room, Shane Rhodes will be taking 
time out of his schedule as administrative 
coordinator for AIDS Calgary to share his 
work at a launch reading. The event will 
take place Saturday, May 6 at Calgary’s Beat 
Nig, lower level 811 Ist St. S.W., beginning 
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by John Coulbourn 

Well, that didn’t take long. 

Legislation that reflects long overdue 
recognition of same-sex relationships 
hasn’t even officially passed into law yet 
and the muttering has already started—ill- 
stifled cries and groans that suggest that the 
gay lifestyle is now somehow under attack 
and that, for all us silly queens, the best 
times are now behind us. 

The latest article appeared not long 
ago in the pages of the great, grey Globe, 
teased on the section front with: “Same sex 
couples have won common-law status. 
Now, it’s the love that dare not disclose its 
assets.” 

The ensuing full-page article was, in 
the main, pretty much what you’d expect— 
an exploration of what the changes to 
federal laws mean to the gay community. 

Happily, it was only slightly flawed by 
the typical heterosexual disdain that seems 
to say, between every line: ‘Oh look, 
Maude, those cute little fags are trying to 
behave just like humans.’ 

But what was truly galling about the 
piece is that it, too, seemed determined to 
address that tired old idea that somehow, a 
simple recognition of equal rights is going 
to sound the death-knell for gay-dom as we 
know it. 

To be fair, in interviewing one gay 
couple (pro) and several gay individuals 
(kinda con), writer Alexandra Gill was no 
doubt only trying to create a balanced piece 
of journalism. That she left the impression 
that the gay community was somehow less 


The party’s not over 


than thrilled with the changes is reflective, 
one suspects, of the type of gay men with 
whom Gill is acquainted than of far- 
reaching alarm in the gay community. 

Gill opens with the obligatory gay 
couple who have welcomed the changes 
“with open arms,” then immediately 
counters with several gay individuals who 
have reservations, large and small, about 
our sudden change in status. 

And, stripped of rhetoric, what most of 
those reservations boil down to is 
responsibility 

Now, it has been my observation that 
the gay world has always had a fairly high 
representation of sexual Peter Pans—guys 
who flit from one sexual partner to another 
in a boyish search for... what are these guys 
searching for anyway? 

Regardless, this legislation isn’t going 
to change their lives a lot—unless, of 
course, they are in the habit of picking up 
one night stands who carry a whole lot of 
luggage. Common-law status doesn’t kick 
in until after a year of cohabitation and 
even there, libertines can continue to frolic 
through a gay sexual smorgasbord, it 
would seem to me, by simply keeping a 
stack of blank co-habitation agreements on 
the bedside table, right next to the lube, 
condoms, handcuffs, poppers and crab 
killer. 

But to hear these guys tell it, 
enshrining gay rights in any sort of law is a 
direct threat to their big-time action, 
because they might at some future point be 
held liable for their actions—not to 
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mention silly promises extracted at the 
height of desperate passion. 

Which, when it’s all boiled down, 
sounds suspiciously to me like some sort of 
internalized homophobia. 

We’ ve all heard lines like: “I put a roof 
over that silly little queen’s head for three 
years and now you expect me to give him 
half of everything.” But when you do, the 
operative words are ‘silly little queen.’ 

Anyone worth sharing one’s home and 
life with for one year, three years or fifty 
years, is certainly deserving of at least 
some sort of clarification as to where he 
stands in your life and where you stand in 
his and, even more, where you’ ll both stand 
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in the future. 

We all know of people who have 
ended their relationships with dignity—ex- 
lovers who became caregivers in AIDS’ 
blackest days, couples who split and 
negotiated their way out of long-term 
relationships—but, too often they are the 
exceptions in a world where many long 
term lovers have been left with nothing 
when a relationship ends. 

As a consequence, even the rankest 
neophyte in the gay world is all too aware 
that the screwing you can get from a new 
lover may not be nearly as memorable as 
the screwing you can get from an ex-lover. 

And frankly, that second (figurative) 
type is the only type with which a 
government and its laws should be 
concerned. If, in claiming our right to equal 
protection under the law it turns out we 
must shoulder a bit more responsibility, it 
seems only fair. 

But it sure doesn’t mean the party’s 
over. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 
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by Charlene Lichtenstein 

If April showers bring May flowers, 
then let’s get our soap and towels ready! 
While we wait for the downpour (and 
subsequent rainbow) the planets will 
douse us with new energies. Venus and 
Mercury get a boost from Aries as the 
Sun joins Mars, Jupiter and Saturn in 
Taurus. Tempted to dive in head first? 
Please check the water level! 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Imagine yourself in a fabulous, 
sporty new car, racing around hair-pin 
turns and seattering pedestrians as you 
go. Now imagine that you allow your 
foolish pal next to you to steer. Good 
idea? I think not! The best thing that 
proud Rams can do this April is to drive 
purposefully, eyes wide open and take 
full control of the vehicle. Don’t even 
listen to the directions of others! 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

The corporate chickens will come 
home to roost if you have allowed 
yourself to drift aimlessly in your chosen 
career. But alf isnot lost, proud Bull: 
compadres and certain. acquaintances 
will happily give you a few new nifty 
ideas to push you in thé right direction. 
All you have to d6 is ask their advice 
before the 14th. Socially, you will be a 
force to be reckoned with, you bulldozer, 
you. 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

April is the ¢ruelest month, but pink 
Twins can help make the world a better 
place by volunteering for worthy 
rainbow causes and doing good gay 
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PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING 
#44 -6130 1A St. SW. Calgary, Alberta 


Phone: (403) 255-9773 


deeds in the community. As the month 
progresses, the Sun will join Mars, 
Jupiter and Saturn in randy Taurus and 
unleash innumerable opportunities to 
make a name for yourself in certain 
circles. Hmm... and what name would 
that be?? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Queer Crabs may find that a friend- 
and-sex cocktail doesn’t mix particularly 
well in Aprile«-All those planets in 
Taurus will accentuate camaraderie and 
genial company, but surprising Uranus 
and delusiosial Neptune can take things 
too far. Mercury suggésts that you 
concentrate more on professional goals 
and leave the casting couch in the office 
where it belongs. Not bad advice. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Proud Lions will have more than a 
little get-up-and-go this month—you’ll 
practically catapult yourself into centre 
stage and hog the limelight. The trouble 
is that all this. you-you-you is not 
condusive t0.a we-we-we. More than 
likely you will ‘upset he applecart of 
love on your way to famé and fortune. 
Ever hear the old saying, “it’s lonely at 
the top?” Keep it in mind, honey. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 
23) 

Work responsibilities will seem to 
get in the way of pleasure and relaxation 
this April. Queer Virgos are among the 
most self-sacrificing signs of the zodiac, 
but when is too much toe much? Know 
when to say “no,” sweetheart. And, of 
course, as romantic Venus enters robust 
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Aries and stokes your flame of passion, 
you must also know when to say “yes! 
yes! yes!” 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - 
OCTOBER 23) 
Popular gay Libras will be given a 
boost by all the planets i in sensual Taurus 
you into contact 


Friendships, relationships and even 
sexual ¢xploits will all be highlighted 
and enjoyed»to»the-fulleste.-Gan you 
handle all this stimulating company, 
dear? Try not to get names and faces 
confused! Oops! 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - 
NOVEMBER 22) 
April will begin with an emphasis 
on health and exercise, but as the Sun 


the 20th, all bets 
ost of the month, 
0 concentrate on 


moves into. 


Do the best you can. By next month, 
each side will forget what all the tumult 
was about. Thank goodness! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - 
DECEMBER 22) 

Proud Archers will party most of the 
month away, but should also prepare for 
a new emphasis on work-after the 20th. 
The good news is that your efforts on the 
job will pay off handsomely as long as 
you work without complaint. Once you 
begin to flap the air, words will take on a 
life of their-own and your best efforts 
will not be recognized. A tall order for 
big mouth Sag... can you do it? 
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WOW -- You AND YouR VAD y 
REALLY RESEMBLED EACH 


DELRoY, We'RE 
FRUNNIN’ LOW 


-- BUT oF couRsE YOU 
AIN‘T BEEN ‘ROUND HERE 
iN YEARS... How WoUuLD 
YOU KNow WHERE ir is... 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 
20) (ranser\ I’M 50 SORRY 


April will bring a reassessment of finances this IC pee Soy chaieg! 
‘taxing’ season. As you sift through your receipts 

and tally up the totals, you may find great waste and 
confusion. Are you spending too much on nonsense, 
good times and tawdry sexcapades? After the 20th 
when the Sun enters Taurus, who cares? Practical 
pink Caps will go overboard »in their amusements. 
Heck, darling, you only live once! 
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FAMILY ‘S HOME... 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Family can make you feel like you’re on top of 
the world or at the bottom of the heap this April. But 
savvy Aqueerians will recognize that they have great 
control over what they allow. others to get away with, 
how others treat them and how-others make them 
feel. Your thoughts will be on target when the Sun 
shines in Aries through the 20th. After that, put 
thoughts into action and set things queer. 
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PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 
Rainbow Fish may feel like pond scum for part 
of the month, as all’ those planets in Taurus square 


_ s = VA 
foggy Neptune and explosive Uranus. Your closet A2R 2. s 
will burst at the seams so open it and clean it out once 8 
and for all. Ignore all those nasty gremlins who try YALL SHOULD SHOW Vi 
to undermine you. Go forward with renewed Merete SPELT. 3D! $ 
you. J : 1 youR DEAD FATHER! & 
confidence and stake your claim to happiness and s 
: ; ' yes, AUNT Bn 
affirmation. Catch a big one, baby! Caine M 
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(c) 2000 LICHTENSTEIN, All Rights Reserved. 
For Entertainment Purposes Only. Check out my 
website www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for 
astrological greeting cards, articles, horoscopes and 
pride jewelry by Ponce. 
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MEN’S PROJECT 


Y, 


AIDS CALGARY 


awareness association 


The Men’s Project has a new website for 
you to check out all the information you could 
want about HIV and AIDS. The website has 
been created with an easy-to-remember 
address (www.glcsa.org/mens) so it’s simple 
to find when you are looking for information. 

Wondering about the risks involved with 
different sexual activities and how can you 
lower them? Click on “HIV Risk Analysis” 
and find out what you need to know. The 
page breaks down different activities into their 
level of risk, and with this information you 
can decide for yourself what you are 
comfortable with and how to lower the risk of 
your favorite activities. 

Curious about getting tested? Click on 
“HIV Testing Information” to find out where 
to get tested and how. Contact numbers are 
also listed. 

Not sure about using condoms? Have 
questions on how to use them properly? Click 

nm “Condom 101” for more information. 
Also, if you are looking for where you can 
pick up condoms and lube for free, click on 
“Free Stuff’. This page lists our partners who 
distribute condom packs so you may find the 
location that is most convenient for you. 

Want to keep up on the latest news about 
HIV and AIDS? There is always new 
information coming out every day and 
sometimes it can be confusing. Through the 
website, we will try to keep you abreast of 
what is going on in the news and provide you 
with links to find out more. Click on “News 
Updates” for more information. 

If there is anything else you feel would 
help men look after their sexual health, send 
your feedback to mensproject@hotmail.com. 
We would love to see the webpage expand to 
better meet the health and information needs 
of the men in our community. 

While you are at our site, check out the 
rest of the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Services Association site at www.glcsa.org. 
Here you can find out about all our new 
programs including: SheQ, for women who 
are exploring their sexuality; our new Men’s 
Group, a safe environment for men to discuss 
issues with their peers; the Sunday Night 


Men on Men Workshop 


The Men's Project's sexuality workshop is 


back. 
1:00pm April 30th at GLCSA 
206, 223 12ave SW 
Call GLCSA for more details. 
234-8973 


Info on the Web 


by Collin Smith, 
The Men’s Project 


¢ BULLETINS ° 
Links to check out on the web: 
www.aidscalgary.org 
www.gicsa.org 
www.theaidschannel.com 


www.gayhealth.com 

www.crha-health.ab.ca/clin/sac 
iv 

You can access all these links from 


s 


our werpaee: 


Women’s Drop in Series; the Bisexual 
Network; the Youth Group and more. The 
website is the best place to find out 
information about our programs and groups. 
The most exciting part of this venture is 
the informative database we offer. Now you 


live coverage of AIDS events and forums— 
are unique to www.theaidschannel.com. 

Hollingsworth projects that within the 
next couple of months the site will have more 
than 1,000 primary links. A memorial for 
AIDS victims is currently under construction 
as well. This interactive feature will allow 
visitors to post scanned tributes to departed 
loved ones online. 

The site features links, information about 
support groups, resources, a chat room, a 
doctors’ forum, information about new 
treatments and new medications, spirituality, 
children and AIDS, an AIDS Clock and a 
page called “In Memory”. For a better 


understanding of what it is like to live with 
HIV, check it out. 


ie 
can access information about our community 
online! You can find out more about bars and 
restaurants, group activities and resources that 
serve the gay and lesbian community by 
checking out our online database. Phone 
GLCSA for more details at 234-8973 or log 
on to www.glcsa.org to see for yourself. 


OTHER SITES OF INTEREST 

There is a new website worth checking 
out at www.theaidschannel.com. It features 
up to six hours of live broadcast per day from 
Richard Hollingsworth, a man who is living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

This site features a day-to-day glimpse of 
Mr. Hollingsworth’s life, including his 
moming dose of medication (a “salvage” 
cocktail of thirty pills), getting his children 
ready for school, and even having frank 
conversations with his wife in their bedroom. 
The broadcast elements—which will include 


Check out our new website! 


AIDS 
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HEALTH RESOURCE 

One of the most important issues 
indicated in our M2K survey was about health 
care. Many of you want to be able to trust 
your doctor and be able to ask those questions 
that are important. Now, for those of you who 
may not feel okay with talking about sexuality 
with your doctor, there may be somewhere 
else to turn. 

The Doctor Is Out is the first site to bring 
gay health to the web. 

April 15, 2000 will see the launch of 
www.GayHealth.com, the first worldwide 
source of health and wellness information for 
the gay community founded and operated by 
lesbian and gay medical professionals. 

GayHealth.com will serve the healthcare 
needs of the lesbian and gay community 
around the globe by answering an as yet 
unmet need for a confidential resource on 
sensitive yet critical issues of physical and 


GLCSA 


emotional health. The website will provide 
breaking health and medical news, original 
features and columns, Q&A’s with noted 
experts, topical community forums and a 
searchable healthcare resource database. It 
will also allow visitors to purchase healthcare 
products discreetly. 

GayHealth.com was created by a team of 
gay doctors, Web technologists and media and 
market research professionals with decades of 
experience in their respective fields. Steven 
E. Goldstone, MD, a Fellow of the American 
College of Surgeons and author of the best- 
selling book The Ins and Outs of Gay Sex will 
host the site with Susan Ball. Ball is an MD, 
MPH, Assistant Director of the Centre for 
Special Studies, Bernbaum Unit, HIV Care 
Centre at New York Presbyterian Hospital and 
a regular columnist for The AIDS Reader. 
GayHealth.com founders have assembled a 


‘knowledgeable team to cover gay health 


issues with the best “webside manner” 
possible, a task that took nearly a year’s worth 
of planning. 

Bolstered by a March 2000 survey that. 
shows lesbians and gay men have a significant 
need for trustworthy medical information, 
GayHealth.com will publish high-quality 
healthcare information for gays and lesbians 
both in and out of the closet. Men and women 
uncomfortable with talking about their sexual 
orientation with their primary care physician 
can connect to GayHealth.com to have their 
vital healthcare concerns addressed in a non- 
judgmental and completely confidential 
environment. All of the site’s features are 
“opt-in,” e-mails sent to customers will have a 
nondescript return address so as not to 
compromise privacy, and no_ user 
identification information will be shared with 
third parties. 


The Men's Group 


providing peer support for men ina safe, : 
non-judgmental, group environment in which 
~ they can discuss their life issues es 


~ Wednesdays 
7:00pm - 8:30pm 
upstairs at Money Pennies 
1742 10 ave SW 


Beginning April 5th, 2000 
Call GLCSA for more details 234-8973 a 
Sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian 


Community Services Association and ihe : 
Men's Project : 


http:www.glcsa.org/mens 
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Dear Freddy, 
I’ve been thinking a lot about that Bill 
C-23 thing and what it means to gay 


couples everywhere. I have been living 
with the same guy (a roommate) for six 
years now and wonder if we should try to 
classify ourselves as common-law to get a 
break. What do you think? 

One of Two, Edmonton 


Dear One, 

First of all, when you say ‘roommate’, do 
you mean it in the “this is the best way to 
handle mom and dad and play on the denial 
factor’ or someone who shares your living 
space and pays for half of it? If it’s the latter, 
then you’re barking up the wrong tree. C-23, 
as it stands, would affect couples who have 
been in a conjugal (that means screwing) 
cohabitive relationship for at least a year. 
Other factors could change it to include 
codependent situations, including siblings, 
elderly parents etc. but that’s not the case right 
now. 

If this little “scheme” of yours is going to 
work, I suggest that the two of you start 
rutting like wild beasts. Once a year has 
passed (if you’re good at it you won’t be able 
to stand up and the towel beside your bed will 


have more protein in it than a PowerBar) then 
you may wish to pursue this ridiculous, 
cheap-ass scam. 

And, hey, if it doesn’t work you'll have 
spent an entire year banging like a screen 
door. Lucky you! 

Best of luck, 
Fred 

PS. I hope your roomie is cute. 

P.PS. For your roomie’s sake, I hope 
you're not hideous (cute guys always tend to 
share flats with ugly, dependable people). 

P.P.P.S: From your postmark I see you’re 
an Albertan—all might be lost if the boys in 
Edmonton go ahead and use the Withstanding 
Modern Civilization clause, or whatever it’s 
called. —F. 


Dear Freddy, 

I need your help in handling what I 
consider a “delicate” situation. After a 
fairly wild party recently, I let a friend of 
mine crash on my sofa because he was in 
no condition to drive. The next morning, 
before he woke up, I discovered that his 
shirt carried “evidence” of an “encounter” 
from the night before. And it was on my 
sofa! I’m sure he wasn’t thinking clearly in 
the state he was in but still... How do I 
broach the subject without totally 
embarrassing him? 

Caught In A Sticky Situation 


Dear Sticky, 

Let’s get one thing straight: you are the 
last person who should be fretting about 
offending someone. This person came into 
your home dripping with the procreative seed 
of some depraved (albeit lucky) partygoer and 
wallowed around in it on your furniture (by 
the way, was it a nice sofa or am I wasting my 
time here?). I suggest you start the discussion 
of this “delicate” (as you so generously put it) 
subject with the words “Listen, you little 
pig...” and take it from there. Such behaviour 


HERITAGE FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICES 


Professional, Compassionate Service with Dignity and Respect at Modest Prices 


The only Funeral Service Owned and 
Operated by the JACQUES FAMILY 
Southern Alberta Pioneers Since 1880 


Third Generation Funeral Directors 


Douglas L. Jacques 


HERITAGE FUNERAL HOME 
1708 - 16 Avenue NW 


(Across from North Hill Shopping Centre) 


Ph: 299-0100 Fx: 282-5259 
Email: hffs@telusplanet.net 


Laurie M. Jacques 


CALGARY CREMATORIUM & FUNERAL SERVICES 


3219 - 4 Street NW 


(Within Queen’s Park Cemetery) 
Ph: 299-0111 Fx: 282-1399 
Email: ccfsco@telusplanet.net 


Toll Free: 1-888-862-7448 Website: www.hffs.com 


For an “In Memoriam’ in Outlooks at no charge, contact 
Brad Baker at any of the above telephone numbers. 


cannot and should not be tolerated in polite 
society (unless of course it’s on film—that’s 
fabulous). Tell your spunky pal that if he 
wishes to stay over in future, he must supply 
at least one of the following: 

a) a clean pair of pajamas, 

b) amummy-style sleeping bag, 

or c) one of those plastic sofa covers. (I 
believe you can find them in Ferest Lawn.) 

You may also wish to inform him that 
accessorizing with sperm was so “98 and that 
you do not own a flophouse for wayward 
souls (’m giving you the benefit of the doubt 
here). 


Hope this helps, 


Freddy 

PS. If you ever decide to invite me over, 

[ll have to see a receipt from the upholstery 
cleaners before I accept! Cheers, F. 


All letters become the property of — 


Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks, 


Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0B2, 


Harvest H : 
VETERINARY CLINIC 


© Compassionate Veterinary Care for Companion Animals 

© New Facilities 

© Full Range of Services incuting X-Ray, Loberaory, 
Surgery and Dental Core 

© Complete Line of Therapeutic Diets 

© pen 6 Days e Week for Your Convenience 


Telephone: (403) 226-5522 


After Hours Emergencies: (403) 277-0135 
Bay 711, 500 Country Hills Boulevard N.E. 
Calgary, Alberta T3K 4Y7 


Palm Sunday 
April 16, 7:00pm 
Begin Holy Week with a service of Palms & Easter Eggs 


Good Friday 
April 21, 7:00pm 
A service of Tenebrae (Shadows) at the foot of the Cross 


Easter 
April 23, 11:00am 
Come celebrate the most important day of the Christian year! 


MCC services are held at Bankview Community Center, 
2418-17 Street SW. Fully Accessible. 
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The following observation has 
absolutely nothing to do with websites or 
this month’s issue, but I must get this 
out. I have had it with those Astro Boy 
haircuts. You know the look I’m talking 
about: cut short, combed forward on top 
with a cutesy flip-up on the end. Gay 
ghetto queens have sported that tired coif 
for far too long now. It’s over. Quit it. 
No really, I mean it. I’m about to go 
postal on you Manhattan Portage-toting 
clones. 

And now, on to more pleasant 
matters. 

You know what they say about 
fashionable people—it’s all in the 
way they accessorize (and who 
they screw). Well, the same 
could be said about erotic 
people. Accruements come 
in very handy with matters 
of the heart and other 
organs. Think of 
www.absolute_fantasy.com 
as the Sears of online, sex-toy 
department stores. It’s not 
particularly inspired, but there’s 
plenty of product. Sections for 
flavoured whip creams and aromatherapy 
don’t exactly twist my rubbers, but 
apparently they do for many 
heterosexuals and Macarena-dancing 
queers. Under lubricants, I saw wet 
“light.” Are there people who eat this 
stuff? Do they eat so much of it that they 
need a low-fat version? Stick to Wow 
chips, people. In Fantasy Tie-Ups, I 
found “It’s a Chastity Set,” which sort of 
sounds like, “My First Tea Set.” Buy one 
for your niece along with the new 
Pokemon video and you’ll never have to 
buy her another present again, I swear. 
Her mommy and daddy will see to it. 
Elsewhere, there are Penis Attachments 
“For the girl who wears the pants,” 
French maid’s outfits, realistic vibrators 
and ‘unique’ vibrators. Let’s see: 
realistic vibrators must be the ones that 
don’t work half the time and unique 
vibrators must be the ones that never 
accidentally get caught in someone else’s 


pants... 

In the Anal Pleasures section 
(helpfully sub-titled “Beads for your 
Needs”), I discovered oodles of gift 


ideas. Hot Pink Spiked pleasure balls for 
my “eccentric” (read: lesbian) aunt Lucy, 
an inflatable butt plug for my traveling 
salesman friend Joe, and the “Small for 
the Beginners” butt beads for my loving, 
open-minded dad. Maybe I’ll toss the 
“So Alive You'll Fall in Love” butt plug 
into Grandpa’s Christmas stocking next 
year. He'll think “Uncle Bill” has 
returned from the grave. As for myself? 
Well, the “Pump it Up and Fill Your Fun 
Capacity” has a certain ring to it. I 
imagine it will have a certain 
circumference as well. 

Let’s face it: gossip rags are trash. 
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the, _- 
webutante, 


by Darren,Meinhes | 


But don’t you find yourself sneaking 
peeks while standing in line at the 
grocery store? And wouldn’t you just die 
if anyone you know saw you flipping 
through the grimy pages of some sordid 


tabloid? Well now you don’t have to 
worry. With www.national 


enquirer.com, you can peruse guerilla- 
gutter reporting in the privacy of your 
own abode. In the issue I scanned, I 
learned that Nicholas Cage and Patricia 
Arquette’s marriage was a sham all 
along. What a shock—an insincere 


Hollywood marriage? Who’s ever heard 
of such a thing? It makes me question 
the validity of Rock Hudson’s marriage... 
and John Travolta’s. Anyway, the 
garbage is now downloadable. 

Discover a smut bonanza at 
www.adultcheck.com, one of the largest 
adult site programs on the Web. The 
application forms are relatively easy to 
fill out, accounts get set-up quickly, and 
their pages are simple to navigate. I 
found plenty of intriguing, if not 
enticing, arenas of entertainment 
including “Amateur Pregnant 
Exhibitionists,” “Transvestite Teasers,” 
and “Fat Lesbian Hardcore.” Garcon, a 
towel please—the sweat is_ short- 
circuiting my keyboard. Once inside, a 
cornucopia of gratuitous nudity greeted 
me, though the fetish, leather, daddies, 
and bears sections held particular interest 


Renovations 
© Ceramic Tiles 
» Flooring 


William Headley 
Phone 660-5318 


for this columnist. Just like young 
Anakin Skywalker, I’m a sucker for the 
dark side. 

Topping this spunky spot is the 
granddaddy of gay porn _ sites, 
www.menonthenet.com. It’s home to 
more slaveboys, foot fetish fiends, 
bodybuilders, and nubile blonde bunnies 
than Elton John’s birthday parties. I 
groaned a resounding “Uggghhh” at the 
sight of “CuTeBoYz! - The Cutest GAY 
BOYZ on the net for FREE” (mixed-case 
fonts are so ‘97). Instead, I investigated 
some specialty rooms where you don’t 
have to worry about having cyber-sex with 

someone who’s pleasuring himself in 
one hand and reading the latest 

Harry Potter book in the other. 
In the travel section, there’s 
some lovely literature on 
Amersterdam, British 
Columbia, Ogunquite (it’s in 
Maine, not Baffin Island), 
and Gay Patong Beach in 

Thailand... Okay, so the last 

one may not be the ideal hot-spot 
for gay men who like to partake of 
particular “festivities’—I did see 
Brokedown Palace after all—but as they 
say on one of the most famous islands in 
Thailand, “Phuket.” 

I also stopped in at www.movie 
mountain.com/adult/gay to pick up the 


latest Disney titles—is it just me, or is Rob 
Cryston one of the most undervalued, 
underrated performers of adult 
entertainment in the last decade? I loved 
his voice-over in Pokemyhindus... 1 then 
traveled to www.bobhancock.com to see 
what Mr. Gotham Leather 2000 had to say. 
And say and say and say. He seems like a 
bit of a self-involved pill if you ask me, but 
he did have the most exhaustive hanky 
code I’ve seen yet. If you’re planning a 
trip to San Francisco anytime soon, it’s 
absolutely essential reading. Remember: 
left is top, right is bottom. A brown hanky 
means you’re into scat. As a cog in the big 
corporate machine, do you feel like you’re 
wearing a brown hanky in your right 
pocket every day? Think about it. As for 
me, I think Ill stick with good ol’ navy 
blue. My friends know which side I wear 
that one on. 

At the very appropriately titled 
www.aligayvlinx.com, you can connect to 
a world of PG-rated and not-so-PG-rated 
sites. Against my will, but not my libido 
(it’s the only way to surf), they lead me to 
ee et 
space.com/leathermenl where lots of 
delicious black-clad treats burst from my 
finger-marked screen. It was free and so 
much more mouth-watering than many 


continued on page 29 
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IT’S TIME 


SINGERS * GO-GO DANCERS * DRAG QUEENS * DRAG KINGS °¢ 
ENTERTAINERS * PERFORMERS * CHOIRS * SOLO ARTISTS ¢ 
CLOWNS * MAGICIANS ¢ STILT WALKERS * ROLLER BLADERS ¢ 


JUGGLERS ° 


SKATEBOARDERS 


¢ IN-LINE SKATERS * FLAG 


DANCERS * PARADE FLOATERS AND WALKERS * VENTRILOQUISTS 


* PUPPETEERS * FACE PAINTERS ° 


DUNK TANKERS AND TANKEES 


IF YOU ARE ANY OF THE ABOVE AND MORE 
CALL NOW 
NANCY ANDERSON-DOLAN at 686-0870 
LINDA CRAIG at 242-0293 


PRIDE WEEK 


June 10-18, 2000 


Parade & Street Fair - June 11 
The BIG Pride Dance - June 17 
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pay-per-view sites I could mention. If 
there were any doubt that you were 
cruising through a gay location, The 
Health and Fitness area spelled things out 
clearly. Only www.oldfolkshome.com 
and queer sites would advertise Viagra at 
$4.95 a pop with quite so shrill a voice. 
Connections to ridding your physique of 
pesky unwanted hair and _ steroid 
replacements came in a close second and 
third. Vanity, thy name is homosexuality. 
There was another section for Gay 
Amateurs. What exactly does it take to be 
considered a gay amateur, you ask? If 
you’re still wearing leg warmers, you’re a 
gay amateur. 


Note to 300lb gay X-Files fans 
advertising themselves as Dean Cain look- 
a-likes: live web cam is not for you. Now, 
for those of you still inclined to advertise 
your wares in the flesh on the web, 
Badpuppy’s www.gaycams.org houses 
denizens from all over the world, looking 
for a sticky Kodak moment just like you. I 
enjoyed the voyeuristic trip until I ran into 
a bear from San Antonio whose hand was 
contorted into the Vulcan sign for 
welcome. Sorry hon, we don’t do aliens. 

Okay, because I’ve been accused of 
limiting my dirty material reviews to 
leather and S/M related sites, I’ll toss a 
biscuit to all you vanilla dogs. Try 


www.apart ment21.com, a live web cam 


www.AccessNewAge.cony/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by h 
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site featuring three impossibly innocent 
and Dove-faced Chelsea twinks who 
apparently have “real lives and lots of sex 
in fabulous NYC without paying a dime in 
rent!” With advertising like that, I’m 
surprised they haven’t been tied up, 
flogged, and had their fingernails pulled 
out in front of Twilo, but I digress. With 
cameras in every room of this “huge, fully 
furnished apartment in Chelsea” (bitches) 
broadcasting completely live twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days a week, you can 
expect plenty of good spirited hi-jinks, 
giggling, hair gel spats... and nauseous 
vomiting from this corner of Grammercy. 
Forget that all three inhabitants of the pad 
look young enough to call Felicity “mom,” 


there is just something so inane and EdTV 
about this concept. For $14.95/month, 
can’t you think of something more 
worthwhile to spend your money on? Like 
a starving child it Ethiopia. Or drugs? I 
don’t know, come up with something 
yourself. I could only stand the NAMBLA 
chill for so long before I had to flee for 
less illegally-aged digital locales. 
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JOIN THE 


MEMORIAL SOCIETY 
OF ALBERTA 


A non-profit, non-sectarian organization registered under the 
Society Act of Alberta. 
It is made up of people of all ages and from all walks of life. 


WHY SHOULD I JOIN? 
@ It’s the thoughtful thing to do 
@ Reduced funeral costs 
@ Family will know your wishes 
@ Your wishes will be on file 


WHAT DO I GET? 
@ LIFETIME membership card 
@ Arrangement form 
@ Detailed price list 
@ Peace of mind 


WHAT DO I HAVE TO PAY? 
@ LIFETIME membership $10 


For an information package call us at: 


1-888-216-7788 
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www.gayhardlooks.com 


5,000 gay movies. 


Live video chat. 


Memberships in Calgary available at Rainbow Pride Resource Centre. 


MARINE FATHER NAVY SON 

From: Jetset Productions 

Featuring: Cole Tucker, Scott Matthews, Rob 
Steel, Alex Wilcox, Reed Parker, Frank Taylor, Anthony 
Cox, Kris De’Ferr, Julie Winchester 

Running Time: 90 minutes 


Life can be pretty rough when your step-father is in 
the Marines and the household is being nun by the rule book. 
Charles is a career marine and his step-son Chris is a 
nineteen year old who feels as though he’s in the navy just 
by living in the same house as Charles. Charles’ discipline 
is too strict for Chris and his mother, leaving him to find 
solace with his uniform buddies at the local watering hole. 

At the local pub, it’s a feast for anyone who longs for 
aman in uniform. Everything from marine dress to fatigues 


SEX FOR SALE 

From: All Worlds Video 

Featuring: Tim Vinzent, Damian, Florian Manns, 
Steve, Kris Wolff, Wolfgang 

Running Time: 90 minutes 


Let your inhibitions go and embark upon a journey to 
discover the world of Internet sex German-style. Step 
behind the Web cam and find out what goes on in those not- 
so-private rooms where those online porn stars perform and 
take their direction from other Web surfers. You'll need to 
brush up on your German if you want to understand the 
commands as they appear on the computer screen, or you 
can take a guess when you see them obeyed before your 
very eyes. You'll quickly discover that “gross” in German 
does not mean something unpleasant, but “bigger.” And 
size is very important and abundant in this Internet journey. 
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can be found—and not surprisingly it’s an all-male bar. The 
only person vot in uniform is the hunky bartender, but this 
seems to be acceptable as his clothes are soon removed, 
Judging by the hot action at this naval retreat, everyone’s 
just starting shore leave after a long hard time at sea. When 
they discard their uniforms they all have the same ideas and 
marine discipline takes on a new meaning, 

Even Charles forgets his rank and settles for the male 
bonding that is lacking in his home life. He soon gives in to 
a different relationship with his marine buddy Jimmy and 
his frustrations slip away. 

Meanwhile, Chris is at home with his mother and they 
have difficulty understanding Charles’ behaviour, Chris is 
supposed to go to a movie with his friend Andrew but he is 


stood up because Andrew has “bigger” plans for the _ 


evening. 


If youve ever wondered who mans the camera in 
these bedrooms and how they stay focused on the job at 
hand, then you’re in for a very pleasant surprise. This 
German cameraman proves he can use one hand to hold the 
camera and the other to help out when it becomes 
necessary. It becomes apparent why three hands are needed 
for some of these German porn stars. There’s also a very 
interesting scene where the video monitor gives you the 
Web cam viewpoint while the main action is before your 
very eyes in the foreground. 

When the camera’s tumed off and the video chat room 
is shut down, we learn about the private lives of these hot 
German porn stars as they unwind and rehearse their 
“camera angles” together. Even a session with a still 
photographer produces more than the required publicity 
photographs. 

This is 90 minutes of non-stop action with some of 
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Eventually, Jimmy takes Chris aside and helps him 
understand Charles a little better. In the process, Chris and 
Jimmy becomes more than just friends and Chris begins to 
see that life in the marines does have its good points and 
may be just what he needs, All those men in uniform must 
be having a good time or else they wouldn’t be there— 
perhaps Chris should join the fun before it’s too late. 

Father and son now have much more in common— 
including the same bed partner! z 

Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource 
Centre, L100 822 Ith Avenue SW, Calgary, 266-5685 

RATING: out OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
MUSIC: *k&e*& SET: tok tok 
BODIES: * kk STORY: ek 


ACTION SCENES: * kkk 


today’s hottest German porn stars—bound to leave you 
surfing the Web to find their site and see more of these studs 
in live action. Every scene is designed to leave you 
wanting more, demonstrating the unique talents of the porn 
stars of the Internet who are trained to keep you coming 
back to their web sites. You won’t be disappointed by these 


~ German studs and you’ll be waiting for the sequel if you 


don’t have access to the Web. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 11745 
Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480. Email: 
exec. express@v-wave.com 


MUSIC: *kK*&e*& SET: tok 
BODIES: tok kek (x) STORY: *& tw 
ACTION SCENES: *& kk 


IN OUTLOOKS 


FOR ONE FAIR PRICE You’Lt: 


* BE SEEN IN THE 25,500 COPIES THAT 
TARGET THE 240,000 GAY AND LESBIAN 
ALBERTANS 

° BE VIEWED AT OUR WEBSITE WITH YOUR 
COMPLETE DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT TO OVER 
70,000 HITS A MONTH 

° BE ACCESSED BY XTENBIONS, ALBERTA'S 
TOLL-FREE ACCESS TELEPHONE INFORMATION 
SYSTEM 


SWANK IN BOYS 
~ DON’T CRY 


Boys Don’t Cry 

a Fox/Searchlight production 

Directed by Kimberly Peirce 

Starring Hilary Swank, Chloé Sevigny, 
Peter Sarogaard and Alicia Goranson 
reviews by David Crosson 

By now almost everyone has heard the 
story of Brandon Teena, the young 
American woman who lived as a man and 
died as a freak at the hand of “friends”. 
With Hilary Swank’s Oscar win still fresh 
in mind, it’s doubtful that Boys Don't Cry 
will fade into art-house obscurity anytime 
soon. And let’s be thankful for that: 
between the exposure the film will receive 
on a major scale and Swank’s eloquent and 
moving acceptance speech, this sleeper 
could go a long way in enlightening the 
masses about ail types of diversity. 

Boys Dont Cry is a powerful look at 
identity, sexuality, social mores and 
prejudice. It doesn’t take long to see just 
why Swank was awarded the Oscar for her 
performance, a  more-than-physical 
transformation that handily captures the 
edginess and cocky awkwardness of a 
young heterosexual male. At certain times 
in the film the feminine shows through, 
making the gender balancing-act all the 
more real; nonetheless, it’s the essence of 
maleness that hits the mark of 
transgenderism and makes Teena Brandon 
Brandon Teena. 

This would be a far less effective effort 


were the supporting cast not so strong, and 


FLVING IN ALL THEW AN" 


the secondary players hold their own even 
in relation to Swank’s remarkable 
portrayal. Chloé Sevigny and Jeanetta 
Arnette are stand-outs as Brandon’s 
girlfriend and her mother respectively. 
Alicia (Lecy) Goranson—of Roseanne 
fame—also turns in a surprisingly effective 
performance. 

Boys Dont Cry succeeds Henatically 
on a number of levels, a movie where all 
the characters are struggling to establish 
their identity. The men (including 
Brandon) posture and swagger to assert 
their dominance while the women 
begrudgingly seek their approval. In the 
end, the crime is not so much about hatred 
as it is an overwhelming sense of confusion 
and an inability to “process” an idea that 
challenges the norm. 

Director Kimberley Peirce has chosen 
a moody, saturated palette of ambers, 
blues, reds and black to paint a picture of 
the American midwest, shooting in a 
choppy documentary style that reinforces 
both the reality and the tragedy of this true- 
life story. The mood is so 
firmly established that, 
even though we know the 
outcome, the final scenes 
are no- less brutal or 
painful to watch. 


At press time, 
sources at Casablanca 
Video confirmed that 


Boys Dont Cry is slated 
for general video release 
Maya? eunenre=, 1S) 4a 
possibility that this date 
could be pushed back to | 
accommodate an | 
extended cinema run. fs 
Readers wanting to rent f . 
the film may wish to stay 

in contact with Casablanca outlets for 
further information. 


Better Than Chocolate 

a Rave Films Inc. production 

Directed by Anne Wheeler 

Starring Karyn Dwyer, Christina Cox, 
Wendy Crewson and Peter Outerbridge 


PLANET, FAG AND THE WORLD 
AFVERSHOURS VAN.ABIL PLAYING 
INTERGALACTIC HOUSE SOUNDS 


ALL NIGHT LONG 


FRIDAY APRIL 21.2000 
DETOUR 


Those who rent Boys Dont Cry would 
be wise to pick up a second selection of 
lighter fare to bring a bit of levity to their 
evening of video watching. One good 
choice would be the indie hit Better Than 
Chocolate, which was released for rental at 
the end of March. 

Chocolate is the story of Maggie, a 
young gay woman who is in the process of 
discovering herself while embarking on a 
new relationship with a carefree artist 
named Kim. The situation complicates, 
often comically, when Maggie’s mom and 
younger brother show up to stay with her in 
a subleased warehouse loft—entirely 
unaware of her new “lifestyle”. 

This lighthearted comedy has been a 
crossover hit with audiences and critics 
throughout North America; the easy, 
relaxed performances of its cast working 
nicely with a brisk and funny script. 

The film was shot primarily in the gay 

village of East Vancouver and draws much 
of its colour from the local environment. 
In a brilliant parallel/parody, Maggie’s 
employer 10% Books 
comes under fire from 
“1 Canada Customs for such 
{ titles as Little Red Riding 
Hood, echoing the 
absurdity of the Little 
Sisters case. 
‘ The film is full of 
| little ‘gem’ scenes, such 
jas the one where 
| Maggie’s mother sings an 
| impromptu duet with a 
| pre-operative transsexual. 
This episode could have 
fallen flat had it not been 
| for Peter Outerbridge’s 
j transgendered Judy, who 
steals all of her scenes 
with the studied mannerisms of a persona 
in flux. Karen Dwyer and Christina Cox 
are also appealing and sympathetic as the 
romantic leads. 

At times, Better Than Chocolate is a 
bit too cute for its own good, playing out 
like an extra-long Mentos commercial. It 
is this factor that also makes the film suffer 


from a saccharine-infused ending, a 
mulligan’s stew of clichés and forced feel- 
good emotion. For the most part, however, 
Better Than Chocolate is funny and smart 
and big-hearted—definitely tasty light fare 
for those who have the appetite. 


These reviews sponsored by 


2100 4th St. S.W., Calgary 
244-4502 
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Office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, 
and condos for rent 
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massage 401 
friends 402 
models & escorts 403 
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601 
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travel international 
605 
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business opportunity 
702 
computer rental 703 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 


Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


103 


trades 


RIVERBEND RENOVATIONS 
Decks * Landscape Architecture « 
Kitchens * Bathrooms ¢ Finishing 

Carpentry 
Personal Service and Quality 
Workmanship 
Call Chris 270-2377 


104 


service industry jobs 


Wanted GM for front desk attendant. 
Shift work required. Must be reliable, good 
customer service skills required. Call Gary 
at 229-0911. Fax resume 233-2153. 


106 


help wanted 


Looking for one good person for summer 
employment. Starting June 10 to August 
15, 2000. Must be able to travel western 
Canada. Must enjoy working with young 
people in a fair | atmosphere. 
Accommodation and training provided, 
must be able to work long hours, 
$8.00/hour, $12.00/hour overtime. This 
would be a great job for a mature student 
looking for a secure summer job. Please 
submit resume to Reply #3000. 


203 


shared accom. 


Penthouse suite to share, available 
immed. Fully furnished. Downtown. 
Seven appliances. Fireplace, full time 
employed only. $450/month, 237-6569. 


Mission furnished room available 
immed. TV, own bathroom, share kitchen 
in exchange for 15 hours patrol duties per 
week. Mature male, refs Roland 244-3896. 


Roommate needed, $450/month, 1500 


sq.ft, 3 BDRM house, ready to view after 


plus half utilities. $200 security deposit. 
Must like pets. Call Bernard at either 262- 
5627 or 263-0691. 


204 
accommodations 


jooms and Sultes in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


| 11" Street 


(403) 209-011 
P://WWW.11STREET.COM 


office space 


GAY FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT 


Office space for rent in the Beltline, 
includes phones, fax, computer and shared 
meeting room. 400-800 sq. ft, from $500 
monthly, 818-7265. 


305 
general sales 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 
gay male- 
movies to buy :, 
or rent! Hot %= 
new releases 
hard to find: 
classics; mail , 
order too! Visit 


Lost your butt? We have it. 


MADE IN CANAD. 


BUTT FOR YOU 


210-245 Carlaw Ave. Toronto, ON M4M.284 
1-800-409-1563 


www.buttforyou.com 


401 
massage 


Put yourself in good hands; Larry’s 
Soothing Comfort Massage offers 
caring, personalized, relaxing bodywork 
to suit your needs. Outcalls are 
available. Phone 606-1812 Calgary, 
Alberta. 


MEN. Treat yourself to one of life’s 
other pleasures. Soothing, relaxing 
bodywork. Eves/weekends. Student 
discounts. Michael at 283-7980. No calls 
after 11 pm thanks. 

Journey Home: RMT deep tissue 
massage to increase circulation and 
decrease pain. Very relaxing and 
energizing. Non-sexual. Call Mike 680- 
0533 in/out calls. 


402 
friends 


Single, sensitive and sincere gay guy, 
37, 6’2”, trim, healthy, N/S, university 
educated, professional, career man, 
seeking similar happy homo, 30-45, who’s 
honest, mature, down-to-earth, with an 
optimistic outlook on life, enjoys cycling, 
music, movies, romantic evenings, and 
genuinely desires pursuing 
friendship/dating with one special man. 
Edmonton. Reply #3001. 


GWM, horseman/cattleman, loves 
nature. Sincere, considerate, 
compassionate. Looking to meet someone 
similar values, interested sharing 
horsemanship adventures together, 
relationship oriented. 672”, 180, 49, 
professional. Reply #3002. 


Box 852. Kharkov-2, 310002, Ukraine 
RUSSIAN boy from Ukraine, 2 yo, 176 


‘My address is: Vadim Ivanov, P.O. Box 8362, 
Kharkov-105, 310105, Ukraine 


_ Brazilian HIV- GWM Mek cad 
look, 37-180-94, out of drugs & non- 


Poste Restante, 20001-970 Rio, Brazil 


-- Handsome, honest gay professional model, 
25/183/72 would like to find good friends for 
frendship, maybe more. Thope you will break 


118, 310118, Ukraine 
_ Boy from Ukraine, 20 y0., very hands, 


March 30. Call Pete at 862-0487. Leave or write to: 
message if no answer. Express Video, 
Male/female to share 3 BDRM house #202, 117454 
N.W. close to all amenities. Good bus Jasper Ave 
routes. Some pets welcome. Call Bob 295- Edmonton, 
7549. Alta. TSKONS. Ph:780-482-7480. 


Borovoy, PO. Box 1832, 
310024, Ukraine 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


403 
models & escorts 


COMING TO TORONTO? 
Share beautiful 2 bedroom condominium Ten thick inches guaranteed! 
apartment in Inglewood with professional 
female. Bike paths, close to river and 
downtown. Private bathroom, W/D, D/W, 
fireplace. Rent $300 all inclusive. Non- 
smoker only. Call 262-2058. 


Two bedroom house in Erlton. Available 
June 1. To share with male $350/mo rent 


E-mail: exec.express@v-wave.com 


Attractive, athletic university jock escort 
$/model $, safe, discreet, fun. Limited 
time offer, I rarely advertise. In/out. 
Mike. (416) 466-6358 downtown. 


MARC OUEST 


Erotic Leisure Wear for Men. Swimwear, 
Leisure/Club Wear, Jocks & G’s, Wrestle 
Wear, Intimate Apparel & More! Shop 
online at www.marcouest.com 


OP iiemasoneren Route. 


Make me part of your travel itinerary! 


Box 8782, Kharkov-2, 310002, Ukraine, 
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403 
medels & escorts 


BONDAGE MODELS wanted for new members-only 
fantasy fiction website. Payment is on a sliding scale. 18-28, 
slim to muscular preferred. Send recent photo and contact 
information to Reply #1265. 


404 
dating services 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 

Instant live phone conversations with hot Calgary gay 
men. All live, all the time. For your free membership, call 
777-9481. 


HOT ONLINE ENTERTAINMENT 

GaySex2000.com MarineStuds.ccom GaySexLive.com 
Gay-Chat.com StudMail.com GayKiss.com 
VoyeurCamLive.com . UncutStuds.com BlackStud.com 
MaleCards.com GayPomoChannel.com 


www.squirt.org Guide to Gay Cruising in Alberta 
www.squirtpersonals.com Personal ads for Alberta 


guys looking for sex. 


407 
personals - general 


CELEBRATING THE BODY EROTIC 


Awaken your erotic body. Discover the healing power 
of touch in this weekend workshop blending body, mind, 
spirit. Call Colin: 604-681-9691, www.bodyelectric.org 


Office equipment needed for new non-profit 
organization. Transitions seeks the following: 4-5 drawer 
lateral and 2-drawer filing cabinet, 2 phones, laser print 
paper, file folders, children’s computer programs. Will 
pick up. Call 275-4580. 


Not using your old laptop? Consider donating it to 
Transitions “Laptop For Kids”. Call 275-4580. 


602 
travel Alberta 


Calgary Westways Guest House 

216-25 Avenue SW, Calgary 

Visiting Calgary! Then you deserve the very best, so 
come & stay at Calgary’s Finest Gay Owned Bed & 
Breakfast. 

3 Diamond Rated & Approved by C.A.A/A.A.A. 

This charming 1912 Downtown Heritage home has 
Exceptional accommodation catering for the needs of the 
discerning business and leisure traveller. All rooms have 
ensuite bathrooms, cable TV, VCR & telephone with data 
port. From King bed, jetted tub, gas fireplace & air 
conditioning to double bed & claw foot tub offering value 
for money prices. Hearty breakfasts prepared by your 
award winning chef/host, Jonathon, also certified in 
Hospitality Management. Be assured, Westways is 
licensed by the City of Calgary, inspected by Canada 
Select. 

0% ad when booking March 
Check our Romantic Getaway package on 


www.westways.ab.ca. Or call Jonathon on 403 229 1758. 


Simon Burroughs 
The Outlooks Photographer 

(403) 283-0897 

(403) 830-3446 


superburroughs@hotmail.com 
Corporate * Location ° Studio 


FOXWOOD 
Bed & Breakfast 


1725 - 12 Street SW | 


Located in the Heart of 
Calgary 
Beautiful 1910 Character Home & Great Hosts 
Very Comfortable Rooms with Many Extras 
New Indoor ‘Spa’ with Deluxe Jacuzzi 
Close to Clubs & Calgary's Best Dining 
Treat Yourself for Business or Pleasure 


(403) 244-6693 


Website: www.members.home.net/foxwoodbandb 


603 
travel BC 


The Mountain Berry Inn 


Country hideaway overlooking the Shuswap Lake. 40 
acres with pool. Six minutes off the Trans-Canada 
highway, midway between Calgary and Vancouver. Lovely 
cottage or B&B available. Group rates too! Phone: 250- 
835-8891 http://www. pixsell.bc.ca/bb/3231 htm 
E-mail: mberry@jetstream.net 


The Dragon Fly Ian 
Nelson, B.C. 


Our late Victorian home offers guests two 
antique appointed bedrooms, sumptuous 
breakfasts, an outdoor hot tub; all enjoyed with a 
fabulous view of Kootenay Lake. 


Raylene & Laura, 1016 Hall Mines Rd. (250) 
354-1128, Fax (250) 354-1128 Email: 
dragnfly@netidea.com 
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Vancouver 


West End hotel alternative. 1 bedroom suite, weekly ALL 
INCLUSIVE 604.681.1400 or 604.836.6931 Fax: 
604.681.1491 www pacificsuite homestead.com BEST 
PRICE IN THE WEST END! 


: 701 
business services 


Accurate Accounting Services: personal taxes, GST 
returns, bookkeeping, business returns, payroll and 
corporate returns. Call Bernard at 263-0691. 


CALGARY 


Canadian Rockies International Rodeo 2000, June 30 - July 
2 at Symon’s Valley. Visit www.argra.org or call (403) 541- 
8140 for more information. 


Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club T-Dance, Sunday, 
April 16, 2000 from 2-6 pm at Arena, 318 - 17 Ave. S.W. $3 
admission, All are welcome to participate - call Jonathon on 
403 229-1758. 


The next meeting of the Calgary Networking Club will be 
Tuesday, April 4 at Money-Pennies. Come join us on the first 
Tuesday of every month from 5 to 7 pm. Admission is $5 or 
memberships are available. For current information call 
Xtensions 777-9499 box 2460. 


Apollo Western Cup Weekend, April 20-23, 2000. See ad 
page 12 for complete details, 


MCC Services: Palm Sunday, April 16, 7 pm.; Good 
Friday, April 21, 7 p.m.; Easter Sunday, April 23 


The 23rd Imperial House of Fun Filled Fantasy and 
Flamboyant Frivolity’s Coronation 24, April 15, 2000 at the 


EVENT LISTINGS 


Buy, sell, or rent. 


Take out a Classified ad in Outlooks. 


703 
computer rental 


Rental of computer workstation with software including 


QuarkXPress 4.0, Adobe Photoshop 4, CorelDraw 9, and 


use of scanner, inkjet and laser printers, and other office 


equipment. 818-8690. 


Meet that special someone. 


Take out a classified ad in Outlooks. 


Quality inn and Convention Centre. 


GLASS “Queer As Folk” Part Two movie night, April 6. 
The acclaimed British show will conclude at 7pm in Science 
Theatre 145. 


EDMONTON 


Wreck Beach, play by David Rhymer, tickets $14 and $16, 
opening night $20, by phoning (780) 471-1586. Running 
March 29 to April 9, 2000. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association, Tuesday Apnil 
11 in the Bloomsbury Room, upstairs at Orlando Books 


Diversity Conference 2000, April 7-9 at Grant McEwan 
College (City Centre Campus) 

Every Friday is Wild Wild West night at Boots, 10242 
106th St. 423-5014. 

B.C. 

Rocky Mountain Spring Fling, June 23-25, Fairmont Hot 


Springs. Call for details 1-877-706-7238 or visit 
www.columbiarafting .com/fling 


‘ASK’ 
HIV/AIDS LUNCHEON! 


MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS FROM THE SOUTHERN ALBERTA 
CLINIC WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ADDRESS YOUR QUESTIONS 
AND CONCERNS AROUND MANAGING YOUR HEALTH 


MAY 5, 2000 
12 - 1:30 P.M. 
AIDS CALGARY 
200, 1509 CENTRE STREET S. 


DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT YOUR HIV/AIDS TREATMENT? 
DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT HIV ANTIVIRAL TREATMENT? 


SPONSORED BY DUPONT PHARMA 


Y 


AIDS CALGARY 


awareness association 


DuPont Pharma 


PLEASE R.S.V.P. TO AIDS CALGARY AT 508-2500 


OUTLOQKS April 00 33 


Coulseiine's Tal dng Classifieds ¢ Instant Live Connections with Local Hot Men ¢ Erotic Stories 


Membership Information 


* Cruise through 1000's of voice ads or record your own ads... FREE! 
Just call 77-9494 (Calgary) or 413-7122 (Edmonton) and 


follow the recorded instructions. 
¢ Respond to voice ads or retrieve messages for as little as 10¢/minute! 


© For membership information, call Customer Service toll-free at 1-877-882-2010 
(Calgary), 1-877-882-2007 (Edmonton) or visit one of our cash locations: 


Calgary: |») ‘he ‘es (2 locations) 


222A - 4th Street SW & 118 10th Street NW 


10:00 am - 11:00 pm, 7 days 


Edmonton: 9095 Unde: 
12224 Jasper Ave 
Open 24 hrs/day 


..0F Visit any Western Union outlet! 


24 hr Customer Service: 877-882-2010 (Calgary)/877-882-2007 (Edmonton) 


Box 1657: I'm 28, 6’, 180lb, black hair, 
brown eyes, Latino/Oriental, smooth body. 


Box 1789: I'm a good-looking Asian 
male, 24, 5'5", 150lb, university student. 
Looking for someone to get together for 
coffee or movie. 


Box 1656: |'m just checking the line out 
to see if | can hook up with some new 
friends. |'m 30, 5'5", 140lb, blond hair, 
brown eyes, into a lot of sports like roller- 
blading, biking, hiking, jet skiing. I'm basi- 
cally looking for someone for friendship 
and possibly more. 


longterm 
relationships: 


Box 1660: Mid 30s male, 5'10", 150Ib, 
smooth shaven, cleancut, dark hair and 
dark eyes, from South America. I'm in 
decent shape, work out 3-4 times a week. 
|'m looking for someone about the same, 
in their mid 20s-30s. You are fun-loving, 
easy-going and enjoy doing things on a 
whim. You like going for walks, going to 
movies, to dinner and just hanging out. 

Box 1669: I'm 28, 6’, black hair, brown 
eyes, 180)b, latino/oriental, smooth build 
body and just checking out the system. 


Box 1677: I'm Kevin, 6'2", 35, 135lb, 
slim build, have my own place in the 
North East. | have pets, work full time, 
good sense of humor, very comfortable 
with my lifestyle. | am a smoker and 
enjoy a casual drink. |'m looking for 
someone around the same. 


Box 1760: I'm a gay man, 28, 6’, 165lb, 
brown hair, blue eyes, going to university, 
in good shape and have many varied 
interests. | am a avid cyclist, scuba diver, 
runner. Occasionally, | like to go out to the 
clubs to dance. Other times | like to go to 
quiet lounges or coffee shops to talk. I'm 
looking for a passionate, intelligent guy, 
25-35, with many of the same interests 
as me. You must enjoy running or biking, 
The Simpsons, computers and telling 
jokes. I'm looking for an honest caring guy 
who | can develop a serious relationship 
with. And if that is not possible then at 
least a friendship, 


Box 1780: I'm 21, live in north west 
Calgary, looking for someone around 
my age, a bit older or younger to 
hang out with. 

Box 1781: I'm Ron, 43, 200lb, kind of 
stocky, 5'10", blond hair, blue eyes, gray 
beard, looking for a home body who likes 
to stick around at home, watch movies, 
fead and listen to music. You are kind, 
considerate, warm-hearted. 


Box 1785: I'm 29, 5'10", 140lb, dark 
hair, goatee, 28" waist, bottom boy, look- 
ing for a longterm relationship with some- 
body who is outgoing, has a good sense 
of humor, likes the outdoors and is willing 
to try anything once. You are sponta- 
neous, I'm not living in Calgary but will be 
moving there shortly. 

Box 1798: I'm Mike, 26, 5'6", 135]b, 
slim build, smooth body, clean-shaven. 
I'm an Asian boy and | like going out, din- 
ing, movies, videos, sports like squash. 
Box 1812: I'm Brian, a gay male, I'm 
looking to meet some guys. I'm new to 
the system and wanting to have a real 
relationship with a guy. Hopefully, with 


God's help, we'll fall in love or something 
like that. I'm 5'11", 165lb, dark brown 
hair, brown eyes, lean, athletic body, enjoy 
the outdoors and sports, | like poems, 
drawing, that sort of stuff. I'm very ener- 
getic, love hanging out with friends and 
just going out. 


Box 1658: 28, 6’, 180Ib, black hair, 
brown eyes,  Oriental-looking, 
smooth build. 


Box 1667: Are there any horny studs 
between Red Deer and Calgary who'd like 
to get together for an occasional get- 
together? |'m fairly well-hung, pretty fair 
shape, not a teenager, but not a dud nei- 
ther. Looking for hot homy studs, and just 
about anything goes. 


Box 1689; Really hot and horny bot- 
tom guy, Spanish, 6’, 155lb, nice 
hairy body, 7 1/2" cock. | like having 
big dicks up my ass. I'd like someone 
to hammer me hard. 


Box 1694: I'm Jake, 21, good-look- 
ing. Looking for something with a guy 
who is my age, and good-looking. I’m 
just really horny. 


Box 1716: Hot, horny masculine 
male, 6’2", blond hair, blue eyes, 
180lb, clean-shaven, well-built, nice 
tight butt, nice big basket, new to 
Calgary and just moved into my place. 
Stretched out, butt naked, looking for 
some hot, raunchy man-to-man 
action. Come on in, use me. 


Box. 1755: I'm 41, in good shape, 
5'10", 165lb, have about 6 1/2 " cut 
cock, into younger men, oral or anal, top 
or bottom. 


Box 1782: I'm 20, 5'8", 160\b, short 
brown hair and eyes, from Edmonton, just 
visiting In Calgary. 


Box 1788: |'m a good-looking Asian 
male, 24, 5'5", 115lb, very clean and 
discreet, looking for someone, 20-35, 
who will show me the way. I’m willing to 
do anything, 


Box 1806: Attractive male, average build, 
5'9", 175lb, a little bit of hair, 6 1/2 
"inches cut, shaved balls. I'm looking for 
a slim or average build, shaved balls and 
cut as well, |'m into movies, poppers, give 
and receiving oral and can be bottom for 
the right person. 


These are just a few of the {/ousands of hot 
talking classified ads appearing 59/1 now on 
Cruiseline Talking Classifieds. Record your own 
ad or listen to 1000's of ads for © 2 =! 


Box 1823: Attractive white male, 28, 
5'9", short brown hair, blue eyes, cleancut 
and clean-shaven, 6 1/2 " cut cock, 
looking for somebody around my own 
age, preferably younger for friendship, fun 
and love. Someone who's as versatile as | 
am. | am inexperienced and I'd like to do 
some experimenting to learn a lot about 
what pleases me and how to please a 
partner. | live in Fernie, if you're coming 
down this way, let's spend a few hours or 
an evening together. 


fratiiar & SM 


Box 1877: | love guys in denim. A cow- 
boy here, 5'10", 175lb, 7"cut cock, mid- 
30's, want to talk with other guys who are 
turned on by denim as well, | have a real 
fetish for Levi's jean jackets, nice soft 
faded denim really gets me off. I'd love to 
have my cock sucked, get into some 
mutual J.O, We can trade denim. 


Box 1617; Always horny, super boy-toy, 
would love to find a good top man who 
would love to use me at their discretion. | 
feally love having my hole worked over, 
played with, used. I'm 5'9”, 140lb, light 
brown hair, brown eyes, cute butt with a nice 
smooth pink hole, |'m really looking for a guy 
that just wants to use my hole to have fun 
with. | really enjoy servicing and sucking 
dick. | love being a bottom. | have my own 
place, clean, very discreet. 'm always homy, 


Box 1683; Dominant top, definite discipli- 
narian, looking for a naughty son, that is 
ready to be taken and made to serve. If 
he steps out of line, his pants will come off 
and he will be laid across my lap for a 
good spanking, I'm turned on by feminine 
guys, Asian guys, slim and smooth, small- 
bodied petite type of guys. I’m 6'2", very 
masculine, discreet, in very good shape 
and definitely serious, 


Box 1738: I'm 37, 5’8", 160lb, brown 
hair, blue eyes, smooth, looking for some- 
body younger that would enjoy over the 
knee spankings. 


Box 1741: |'m fairly good-looking, blond 
hair, blue eyes, smooth. I'm looking for a 
Thai, Vietnamese guy, anyone of Asian 
decent. You are under 25 years old and 
want to meet the master. 


Box 1563; I'm 38, bi, white, 5'5", 150!b, 
short brown hair, hazel eyes, moustache, 
goatee, 7"cut. I'm into just about anything 
and | love getting my ass fucked. | can 


entertain in my home. Very discreet, hon- 
est, loveable and affectionate. Love cud- 
dling, hugging and necking. Everything 
goes as long as it's clean and safe. 


Box 1794: I'm 19, bisexual. | wouldn't 
mind talking with another hot guy around 
my age, have a little phone fun and 
maybe get together and see where we go 
from there. 


Box 1813; I’m Jesse, 18, brown hair and 
eyes, 5'9", 138)b, looking for gay men to 
talk to over the phone. 


Box 1609: I'm 46, 5'11", 200Ib sub- 
missive, looking for a TS or TV top for 
some mutual gratification. 


Box 1631: I'm Dave, 
6’, 175lb, attrac- 
tive, short blond 
hair, green 
eyes, looking 

to play. 


Box 1724: 

I've always 

been interest- 

ed in a trans- 
sexual person. | 
would love to find 
somebody with large 
breasts and a large cock 
to put inside of me. 


Box 1753: Scott, 35, single, bi-curious, 
5'2", 115lb, looking for a transexxual or 
TV for my first experience. 


= Check out 
these ads on 
Calgary 
Cruiseline! 
Call 777-9494 
and listen 
_ for free! 


Box 1613:-I'm Dave, 47, 5'9", sandy 
blond hair, blue eyes. I'm looking for some 
guys, to talk first and then go from there, 


Box 1641: |'m Adam, living in north east 
Calgary. I'm a married, attached male 
who stands, 6’, slim, well-toned, 7 1/2", 
virtually hairless body and | prefer to 
keep myself clean- shaven. |'m versatile 
and can be a bottom as well as a top, 
l've got medium-length, sandy blond 
hair, good complexion, nice smile, bed- 
room eyes and a good sense of humor. 
| like to go out and enjoy casual drink- 
ing, I'm looking for someone who is def- 
initely good-looking and versatile for 
hot, erotic body contact. 


Box 1643: I'm Paul, 44, 6'2", 195lb, 
uncut, fairly new to this. I'm bi, 6 1/2" 
or 7", it's hard to judge, but it’s a nice 
cock, If | could get down and suck it 
myself, | would. |'m looking for a 

; situation with a 
male/female couple, 

it's a real turn on. 

I'm looking for 
exciting sex, that 

is clean and 

= discreet, I'm 
married, have 

= been for 20 
years, and now 

I'm looking to 
explore my interests, 


: Box 1709: I'm Sean, 28, 

6'1", short dark hair, brownish- 

green eyes 7 1/2" uncut. |'m looking to 

meet someone interesting. Don't be shy, 

let's try new and different things. I’m rather 
pleasing to the eyes. 


Box 1765: Early 30s bi gentleman, 
cleancut, clean-shaven, masculine, very 
straight-looking, good-looking, Looking 
for a very passable, sexy TS who would 
like get together for very discreet clean 
and safe intimate encounters. I'm 5'9", 
145lb, cleancut and clean-shaven, 
smooth toned. Fit brown hair, blue eyes, 
non-smoker, clean and safe. 


bisexuals) 


Box 1570; |'m 28, married, bi-curious, 
bisexual man. I'm 5'10", 175lb, blond 
hair, blue eyes, clean-shaven. I'm look- 
ing for another man, 23-33, who is 
preferably involved in a longterm rela- 
tionship. I'm fairly open-minded and will- 
ing to try anything. You must be clean, 
discreet and outgoing. 


Box 1747: Bisexual male, 6’2", short 
brown hair, brown eyes. Looking for some 
hot times in this hot city. 


Box 1750: I'm a mid-40s male, 5'8". 
Looking to get together with one or more 
guys for some fun times and mutual 
pleasures, 


Box 1767: I'm an attached male, 36, 
looking for some evening fun. I'm 5'9", 
165lb, moustache and goatee. | enjoy 
meeting all types of guys. 


Box 1796: I'm Kevin and I'm new to 
Calgary. | don’t really know anybody 
and I'd like to get to know some peo- 
ple. I'm 5'8", 150lb, blond hair, blue 
eyes, 7" cut. I'm looking to meet a bi- 
curious or bi person. We can hang out 
at the bars together. 


Box 1815: I'm looking for casual encoun- 
ters in the Banff area. 
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~ Call to find out details of 
Cruiseline's April sale. 
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Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-owned and operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at (Calgary)1-877-882-2010 (Edmonton)1-877-882-2007. 
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